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CONGRATS!

Congratulations to The Enquirer & Cincinnati.com 
team for their dedication to covering greater 

Cincinnati’s heroin epidemic. 
The meaningful and impactful storytelling revealed how the  

deadly addiction has ravaged families and communities.

2018 PULITZER WINNER 
FOR LOCAL REPORTING





tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (TRI-C®)

CONGRATULATES
OHIO’S BEST
IN JOURNALISM
AWARD WINNERS

THANK YOU
for your work to improve and  
protect journalism. Also your  
continued dedication to encouraging  
the free practice of journalism  
and stimulating high standards  
of ethical behavior.

17-1765



Congratulations
to all the winners of this year’s

Ohio Society of Professional Journalists Awards
And a special thank you to Tom McKee and Evan Millward for your continued 
outstanding work in providing excellence in journalism in Greater Cincinnati. 

Tom McKee:
Winner of three 

second-place honors

Evan Millward:
Winner of two
second-place honors
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Congratulations to winners of Ohio’s Best Journalism awards for 2018, 
coordinated by the Central Ohio, Cincinnati, and Cleveland Professional 
Chapters of the Society of Professional Journalists. The 308 winning entries 
were selected from 645 submissions. All winners are listed in this program. 
They are also available for viewing at our competition website – www.
ohiospjawards.org. Many thanks to Brandon Pence, of Studio Pence, for 
contest digital work and data administration. 

Contest categories included large circulation print (75,000 or greater), small 
circulation print (fewer than 75,000), radio, television, digital media, trade 
organizations, freelance and college. Best of Show distinctions were awarded 
in all categories except college. Entries were for work done in 2017.

A special thank you to dozens of judges from The Top of the Rockies awards 
contest (Colorado, Utah, New Mexico and Wyoming), who judged entries 
from newspapers, magazines, websites and radio and television stations from 
throughout the state. The Central Ohio, Cincinnati and Cleveland chapters 
reciprocated by judging their contest this spring. Many thanks to all of our SPJ 
members and journalists throughout the state for judging.

Finally, we would like to extend a special thank you to all journalists and their 
media outlets for the continued support of our contest. Your participation 
benefits scholarship programs administered by the Ohio SPJ chapters, as well 
as programming for journalists throughout our state.

We’re already making plans for our 2019 contest. Watch your inbox and visit 
ohiospjawards.org for details about the 2019 contest soon. 

Ohio’s Best Journalism Advisory Committee

Belle of Cincinnati Riverboat Cruise
 BB Riverboats

101 Riverboat Row
Newport, KY
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Sarah Mills Bacha
Contest Administrator
Board Member
CENTRAL OHIO SPJ

Carrie Buchanan
President
CLEVELAND SPJ

Doug Buchanan
Past Chapter President
CENTRAL OHIO SPJ

Anthony Kozlowski,
Board Member
CLEVELAND SPJ

Hagit Limor
Board Member
CINCINNATI SPJ

Ginny McCabe
Chapter President
CINCINNATI SPJ

Tom McKee
Region 4 Director
NATIONAL SPJ

Joe Meyer
Treasurer
CENTRAL OHIO SPJ

Tom Moore
Treasurer
CLEVELAND SPJ

Bob Zack
Ad Sales
CLEVELAND SPJ

COVER IMAGE:
Kyle Robertson, The Columbus Dispatch
BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF
SHOW FIRST, print 75,000+6



 Best Anchor
Best Criminal Justice Reporting

Best Documentary
Best Documentary

Best Education Issues Reporting, K-12
Best Editor

Best Environment Reporting
Best Feature Reporting

Best Health Care Feature Reporting
Best Medical / Health Reporting
Best Minority Issues Coverage

Best Public Affairs Program
Best Education Issues Reporting, K-12

HIGH FIVE
thumbs up

CONGRATS
B R A V O

To the winners of Outstanding Achievements in Journalism



2018

PRINT WINNERS
Newspapers (Circulation 
75,000+) 

Best Arts Profile 
FIRST: Danae King, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Clint O’Connor, Akron 
Beacon Journal

Best Arts Reporting
FIRST: Michael Grossberg, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Malcolm Abram, Akron 
Beacon Journal

Best Business Profile
FIRST: Emily Williams, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: No Award

Best Business Reporting
FIRST: Betty Lin-Fisher and 
Amanda Garrett, Akron Beacon 
Journal 
SECOND: Janet Cho, The Plain 
Dealer

Best Children’s Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: JoAnne Viviano, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: No Award

Best Consumer Reporting
FIRST: Mark Williams and 
JD Malone, The Columbus 
Dispatch	
SECOND: Betty Lin-Fisher, 
Akron Beacon Journal

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting 
FIRST: Beth Burger, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Daniel Sewell, 
APNews.com

Best Deadline Reporting
FIRST: Staff, The Columbus 
Dispatch
SECOND: Staff, The Cincinnati 
Enquirer

Best Education Issues 
Reporting, Higher Education
FIRST: Kate Murphy, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer
SECOND: Jennifer Smola, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Education Issues 
Reporting, K-12
FIRST: Bill Bush, The Columbus 
Dispatch 
SECOND: Hannah Sparling 
and Keith Biery Golick, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Environment Reporting
FIRST: Marion Renault, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Thomas Henry, The 
Blade

Best Explanatory Journalism 
FIRST: Mark Ferenchik, Rita 
Price and Joshua A. Bickel, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Dan Gearino and 
Doral Chenoweth III, The 
Columbus Dispatch 

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Rita Price, The 
Columbus Dispatch 
SECOND: Carol Motsinger, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Government Reporting 
FIRST: Jackie Borchardt, 
Cleveland.com
SECOND: Doug Livingston, 
Akron Beacon Journal
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Coupon values vary by delivery zone.

46/33
Forecast  |  B10

INSIDE: Coupons 
worth up to $255.63

Guitar hero 
Berry dies / A2

Politicians answer 
your questions / G1

By Mark Williams and JD Malone
The Columbus Dispatch

Ohio replaced a 40-year-
old computer system for 
tracking liquor sales and 
distribution two years ago at 
a cost of $21 million, with the 
promise that the system for 
running the state-controlled 
liquor business would be 
more accurate and reliable.

It’s been anything but.
The new system has been 

a disaster of inaccurate 
inventory data, unreli-
able purchasing orders and 
incorrect sales information, 

LIQUOR CONTROL

Computer 
refi t a bust; 
state tries 
a reboot

By Jim Siegel
The Columbus Dispatch

Nine years after Ohio law-
makers and voters approved 
restrictions on what payday 
lenders can charge for short-
term loans, those fees are 
now the highest in the nation.

Ohio’s 2008 payday lending 
law has been ineffective. The 
question now is whether law-
makers are ready to address it.

Lenders avoided the law’s 
28 percent loan interest 
rate cap by simply register-
ing under different sections 
of state law that weren’t 

PAYDAY LOANS

After law fails, 
new bill hopes 
to limit rates

$2.50  | SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2017

Cathi Steele, executive director of the Mid-Ohio Workers Association, chats with Jackie Day at her North Linden home about whether 
Day might need help with her rent or bills. Steele’s group canvasses low-income neighborhoods to see whether residents could use 
assistance, legal advice or medical help.

Despite thriving economy, many in 
central Ohio struggle in low-wage jobs

Story by Mark Ferenchik 
and Rita Price
Photos by Joshua A. Bickel
The Columbus Dispatch

Cathi Steele led a group 
of canvassers along 
Azelda Avenue in a North 
Linden neighborhood as 
raw as the winter morn-
ing. Worn bungalows and 
ranches, some boarded 
up, line the streets in 
the area where Steele 
searched for low-wage 
workers who need help 

with bills.
Jackie Day, still sleepy 

after a 12-hour shift sort-
ing recyclables, came to 
the door and listened. 
“I’m having a hard time 
with my water bill,” she 
told Steele.

Aaron and Jessica 
Sheldon and their young 
son were in the Linden 
area that day, too. The 
family drove from their 
suburban home to a food 
pantry near  Interstate 71, 
a north-south artery that 

divides many affluent 
and struggling neighbor-
hoods. Their Subaru was 
loaded with toilet paper, 
much of it collected by 
5-year-old Harrison, to 
donate to a pantry on East 
11th Avenue.

Linden is 4 miles 
and a world away from 
their Upper Arlington 
neighborhood.

“We’re in a bubble, and 

SEE INEQUALITY, A11

DIVIDING 
LINES

DIVIDING 
LINESLINESLINESLINES

In a three-day 
series, The 

Dispatch examines 
the city’s economic 

segregation and 
wage disparity.

TODAY: The wage 
divide

MONDAY: Workers 
struggle to thrive

TUESDAY: Looking 
for solutions

ON THE WEB: 
Dispatch.com/
Dividing-Lines

SEE LIQUOR,  A7

SEE LOANS,  A8

Politicians answer 
your questions / 

NCAA top seed 
Villanova toppled / C1

BEST COLUMNIST IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print over 75,000 – 
Theodore Decker, The Columbus Dispatch

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print over 75,000 – Kyle 
Robertson, The Columbus Dispatch 

BEST DAILY NEWSPAPER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print over 75,000 – The 
Columbus Dispatch 
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Best Headline Writing 
FIRST: Mark J. Price, Akron 
Beacon Journal 
SECOND: Heather Denniss, The 
Blade

Best Human Interest Writing
FIRST: Amanda Garrett, Akron 
Beacon Journal
SECOND: Dan Horn, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Investigative Reporting 
FIRST: James Pilcher, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

SECOND: Mark Gokavi and 
Josh Sweigart, Dayton Daily 
News

Best Medical/Science 
Reporting
FIRST: Anne Saker, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer
SECOND: Barrie Barber, Dayton 
Daily News

Best Minority Issues Reporting 
FIRST: Staff, Akron Beacon 
Journal
SECOND: Mark Curnutte, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Newsmaker Profile 
FIRST: Holly Zachariah, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Stephanie Warsmith, 
Akron Beacon Journal 

Best Political Commentary 
FIRST: Kevin Aldridge, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer
SECOND: Darrel Rowland, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Political Reporting 
FIRST: Jason Williams, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
SECOND: Doug Livingston, 
Akron Beacon Journal

Best Public Records Use 
FIRST: Randy Ludlow, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: James Pilcher, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Public Service 
Journalism 
FIRST: Katie Wedell, Dayton 
Daily News
SECOND: Mike Wagner and 
Lucas Sullivan, The Columbus 
Dispatch 

Best Religion Reporting 
FIRST: Danae King, The 
Columbus Dispatch 

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, print over 75,000 – 
Kyle Robertson, The Columbus Dispatch 

9

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW SECOND, print over 75,000 – 
Joshua Bickel, The Columbus Dispatch 

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE JOURNALISM, 
FIRST, print over 75,000 – Katie Wedell, 
Dayton Daily News 

SG2 | SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2017

ISSUE 2 VOTERS GUIDEH E L P I N G Y O U M A K E S E N S E O F O H I O ’ S P R E S C R I P T I O N D R U G B A L L O T I S S U E

Who are the supporters?OhioTaxpayers forLowerDrugPrices says the goal of the initia-tive is to stop price-gouging atthe hands of the drug industry.The sponsor of the initiativeis the AIDS Healthcare Founda-tion, a California nonprofit thatbills itself as the largest providerof HIV/AIDS medical care in theU.S. It servesAIDSpatientsaroundthe globe, including through sev-eral pharmacy locations inOhio.AHF funded the collection ofsignatures to get themeasure onthe ballot and has contributedalmost all of the campaign’s fund-ing.The foundationpushedasim-ilar, but not identical,measure inCalifornia last year. Proposition61 failed after thepharmaceuticalindustry spent more than $100million todefeat it. Thatmeasurewould have exemptedMedicaidmanaged careplans from its drugprice regulations, whereas theOhio initiative would not.Proponents of Issue 2 haveestimated it will save the stateas much as $400 million

conduct a complete analysis ofpossible savings because thereare toomany unknowns, includ-ing what the lowest VA price ison many drugs.The state’s report concluded,however, that Issue 2 is unlikelyto result in any savings for Ohio’sMedicaid program, which isalready getting hefty discountsandmakes up themajority of thestate’s $2.8 billion inprescriptiondrug spending.The measure would impactprices not just for those onMed-icaid, but those who get healthcare throughother stateagencies,including developmental disabil-ity centers, prisons, state employ-ees and state veterans’ homes.The statute would not directlyimpact the majority of Ohioanswho get their health insurancethrough private purchase, fromtheir employer or from Medi-care, which is a federal program.But both sides say therewouldbe collateral impact for all Ohioans.

Explained
continued from Page 1

A public forum hosted by the Dayton Daily News, WHIO-TV, WHIO Radio, Sinclair and the League of

Women Voters of the Greater Dayton Area on state Issue 2 was held Oct. 12 at Sinclair College. Matt

Borges, former Ohio GOP chairman (left) attended with the pro Issue 2 campaign and D l

former chief of staff for Sen. John Glenn (right) attended with th

ON THE ‘YES’ SIDE“From a young age, I have had astrong sense of right and wrong.What these drug companies aredoing to our people – chargingAmericans more than everyoneelse, demanding that we payever-increasing prices for drugs –is wrong.
— Don Elder, Tuskegee Airmanand Congressional Gold Medalof Honor recipient

“The pharmaceutical companiesare against it and trying to makeit negative... It’s a cost that’s
paid for by the

taxpayers, and
ultimately
we’re
suffering.”
— Dr. Tanisha

Richmond,
Dayton-area

podiatrist
“This initiated statute is far fromperfect, simplistic, and flawed inmany respects, and may not bethe best approach for addressinghigh drug costs. But, becauseof the inaction of state andfederal lawmakers, it is all wehave. By supporting this issue,we hope to send a message tolegislators—the exorbitant costof medications and the negativeimpact those costs have onpatients must be addressed...This does not address the highprice of prescription medicationsfor all Ohioans. Congress andthe General Assembly need toaddress these high prices as ourpatients are suffering.”

— Dr. Donald Mack,president, the Ohio Academyof Family Physicians
“When people need life-saving

medicine and
they can’t

afford it then
something
is wrong
with the

system and
something

needs to change...This is a big step on in the rightdirection.”
— Jocelyn Bucaro, chair,Butler County Democratic Party

“For me it was personal. My auntwas challenged with not beingable to pay for her medication...I want folks to understand thatthis isn’t going to fix everything.It’s not going to be a panacea. It’sabout making sure that we areexamining the entire landscape.This might not be the completeanswer to the problem, but it willsend a message.”
— Tracy Jones, petitioner forIssue 2, Midwest regionaldirector and national director ofadvocacy campaigns for AIDSHealthcare Foundation

“If you’re waiting for the federalgovernment to fix this problemI’d encourage you, don’t holdyour breath. This is now up to thestates. This is an opportunity forthe citizens of Ohio to take thepower into their own hands. Ifyou want lower drug prices youhave to vote yes and it’s the drugcompanies that want you to voteno.”

— Matt Borges, formerGOP state party chair and aspokesman for the ballot issue
campaign

“Can’t trust them to tell thetruth. Don’t be misled – Yes onIssue 2 does not change anythingabout the VA and will not hurt ourveterans. Veterans like us across

the state of Ohio know it’s time totake a stand and vote Yes on Issue2 in November.”
— RogerTackett, former ClarkCounty Commissioner andVietnam Purple Heart recipient

“Ohioans have the
opportunity this

year to take
on the greed
of the drug
companies

and
significantly

lower the cost ofprescription drugs.”— Bernie Sanders, IndependentSenator from Vermont
ON THE ‘NO’ SIDE“As an organization,we have spentyears trying to address and changean outdated, opaque drug pricingmodel that incentivizes membersofthe medication supply chain todrive up the cost of prescriptiondrugs.Through ourwork,we knowthere is a critical and immediateneed to implement responsiblesolutions to lower drug costs– unfortunately, this initiatedstatute not only misses the mark;but it actually could end up raisingdrug prices.”

— Ernest Boyd, OhioPharmacists Associationexecutive director

“It would only exacerbate theproblem,”of pharmacies taking aloss on Medicaid prescriptions.— Nnodum Iheme, owner ofZik’s Family Pharmacy in Dayton
“Nothing about how thelanguage is set up says howmuch the pharmacy is going tobuy the medicine for, nor doesit say anything about what themanufacturer has to sell it for.”— Maureen Corcoran, formerOhio Medicaid director underGov.Ted Strickland

“The initiative doesn’t applyto two-thirds of Ohioans, andarguably it won’t do much better,if at all, for Medicaid or (the OhioAIDS Drug Assistance Program),and Medicaid is by far the largestprogram that will be impacted.And second, the VA price isunknowable. We know whatthe statutory discount is for VAdrugs, but the VA then negotiatessupplemental rebates. So if wedon’t, in fact, know what thetarget is, then there is no way thatwe as a state can meet the target.”— Daphne Kackloudis, chiefpublic policy and governmentaffairs officer for Equitas,formerly the AIDS Resource
Center

“The Chamber believes thisproposal is poorly written, and dueto an unprecedented litigationprovision that would give thesponsors of the initiative the rightto intervene, could likely resultin lengthy and costly litigationwhich the state of Ohio wouldbe required to defend and thetaxpayers would be required tofund, no matter the cost.”— Columbus Chamber of
Commerce

“It’s unworkable because weliterally cannot find out whatthose lowest (VA) prices are. Buteven if we could, and we wereable to do it, there’s no guaranteethat the
pharmaceuticalcompanies are

going to give
(Medicaid)
those lower
prices. It
doesn’t force
them to sell
it at that lower price... if thepharmaceutical companiesdecide they aren’t going to lowertheir costs, then the Medicaiddirector would be forced topay pharmacies less. It wouldbe a straight up rate cut topharmacies.”
— John McCarthy, former OhioMedicaid director under Gov.

John Kasich
“In particular for children’shealth, the proposal does notaddress the question ofaccessfor children’s medicines in theMedicaid program.The VA systemis designed to serve a militaryveteran population.The VA’snarrow drug formulary would notinclude specialty drugs for childrenand infants. Because Issue 2lacks any operational guidelinesregarding how drugs not on theVA formulary are to be handled,whether the state could continueto purchase those life-savingdrugs — and at what price — areopen to question.”— The Ohio Chapter, AmericanAcademy of Pediatrics

“It gives the four sponsors, threeof whom work for (the AIDSHealthcare Foundation), anunprecedented right that’s neverbeen in Ohio law before to hiretheir own lawyers and to intervenein any legal challenge that may befiled against this law and requiresthe taxpayers of the state to paytheir attorney fees without limitand without a cap. This could getextremely expensive.”— Dale Butland, spokesman foropponents, Ohioans Againstthe Deceptive Rx Ballot Issue
— COMPILED BY BY KATIE WEDELL

What both sides are saying on Issue 2
TheOhio Drug Price Relief Act — Issue 2 on the November ballot — has caused plenty of debate. It would require that the state, including

the Ohio Department ofMedicaid, pay the same or lower prices for prescription drugs as the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs —which

currently negotiates drug prices at least 24 percent less than other agencies. Here are views fromboth sides of the issue:

If approved, Issue 2, an initiated statute, would limit state
expenditures on prescription drugs for about 4 million Ohioans.

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Zik’s Pharmacy pharmacist andowner Nnodum Iheme
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ISSUE 2 VOTERS GUIDEH E L P I N G Y O U M A K E S E N S E O F O H I O ’ S P R E S C R I P T I O N D R U G B A L L O T I S S U E
Ohio voters have seenmillions of dollars in TV ads
over the last fewmonths about State Issue 2. Voting
has already started and Election Day is coming

soon. Today’s special section tries to answer your
questions about this confusing ballot issue.

By Katie WedellStaff Writer

An initiative aimed at controlling drug prices
on Ohio’s ballot this November has caused
much heated debate. As both supporters and
opponents of the Ohio Drug Price Relief Act
— Issue 2 — air TV ads and make claims about
the initiative’s impact, it can be difficult for
voters to understand what’s really going on.What does the ballot issue say?Issue 2 would require that the state, includ-
ing the Ohio Department of Medicaidsame or low

as the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
— which currently negotiates discounts of at
least 24 percent.It would forbid any state agency or state-
fundedprogram—Medicaid, state prisons, the
Ohio HIV Drug Assistance Program for exam-
ple — from entering into a purchase agreement
with drugmanufacturers unless the net cost of
the drug is the same or less than the VA pays.
It also gives the sponsors of the ballot initia-

tive the right to intervene at taxpayer expense
in any legal challenges filed against the initia
tive after the election.

What is State Issue 2 andhowwill it impact you?

ISSUE 2 EXPLAINED

Delivery times; 8:00 Sun, 7:30 Sat, & 6:30 Mon-Fri, contact us at DaytonDailyNews.com/customerservice or (888) 397-6397 | Breaking news all day at DaytonDailyNews.com | All rights reserved | Copyright 2017 Dayton Daily News

Radio: Updates on AM
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Full forecast by
Eric Elwell, C12
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LOCAL & STATE, B1

5 seeking to help lead
schools in Centerville
We asked the candidates for
three seats on the Centerville
School Board about the issues
they will deal with if elected.

BUSINESS, D1

Business offers more
options in home health
A new store in Kettering will have
not just basic, low-budget home
health equipment, but a variety
of styles and options.

INDEX
Business D1
Classifieds F1

Crossword E11
Deaths B6

Volume 141, Number 16
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SPORTS, C1

ARCHDEACON:
SIDNEY RB HAS
THE WORLD
IN HIS HANDS

LIFE & ARTS, E1

‘AMERICAN
IN PARIS’
Broadway version comes
to Dayton next week

LOCAL & STATE, B1

HUBER
HEIGHTS TO
DECIDE ON 4
COUNCIL SEATS

■DIGITAL SECTION:
Subscribers, look inside today’s
electronic edition for a four-
page special section explaining
Issue 2, Ohio’s prescription drugs
ballot issue. You will find answers
to your questions and see where
both sides stand.
■“WHIO Reports” on Channel
7, WHIO Radio today: Jim Otte
has a special report on State
Issue 1, which would give more
benefits to Ohio crime victims.
Watch at 11:30 a.m. today. Listen
on AM1290 and News 95.7 WHIO
Radio today at 8:30 a.m.
■Voters Guide: Find out
what candidates and tax
issues are on your ballot in our
interactive voters guide at vote.
daytondailynews.com.

Special team
coverage today

ELECTION 2017

47/32
Today
Mostly cloudy

51/34
Monday
Partly cloudy

49/33
Tuesday
Mostly sunny

NATION & WORLD, A2

Suicide bombers hit
hotel in Mogadishu
A car bomb exploded outside a
popular hotel in Somalia’s capital
on Saturday, killing at least 23 peo-
ple and wounding more than 30.

‘TERRIBLE MISTAKES’
Investigation shows howoften children die
after they are put back into abusive homes.

PUBLIC SAFETY: PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN

AN IN-DEPTH REPORT GETTING RESULTS
This story is the result of months of work.The Dayton Daily News first obtained a database of cases of suspected abuse and neglect
going back nearly a decade from the Ohio Department ofJobs and Family Services, and then matched those cases with court
documents, death certificates and other records to piece together information on as many child deaths as possible. The newspaper also
conducted interviews with child welfare officials, foster parents and others to gain a better understanding of why so many children have
died after being reunited with their biological parents. For more information on these cases, go to myDaytonDailyNews.com. And for an
examination of some of the reforms being tried in area counties, see Monday’s newspaper.

By Katie Wedell
Staff Writer

When 2-year-old Damar-
cus Jacksonwas rushed to a
Cincinnati hospital on Oct.
21, 2011, his father told hos-
pital staff hemayhave been
sufferingcomplicationsfrom
a seizure disorder.
But by the time he died at

11:10 that evening, nurses
were beginning to suspect
somethingmoresinisterhad
occurred.
Damarcus had bruising

all over his body in various
stages of healing, according
to a state child abuse intake
report.Hehadcontusionson
his forehead, scratchesonhis
buttocks andanasty looking
burn on his hand that had
not been properly treated.
Thenext day, under ques-

tioning by police, 29-year-
oldAntrone Smith said sim-
ply, “I did it.”
Smith,Demarcus’s father,

admittedtopunchinghisson
in the stomach—blows that
resulted in the boy’s death
from internal bleeding. He
was convicted of murder
and sentenced to 15 years to
life in prison; Latricia Jack-
son — Damarcus’s mother
— pleaded guilty to child
endangeringandserved two
and a half years in prison.

Children continued on A6

By Kara Driscoll
Staff Writer

The Dayton International Air-
port is at an arduous point in its
history — a major air carrier left
this year, ticket prices are higher
thanmost Ohio airports andpas-
sengertraffichassteadilydeclined.

Nationally, the declining trend
has hit small- and medium-sized
airports and forced several dozen
to lose air service as they strug-
gle to compete as major airlines
pull up stakes and land at larger
airports.
Despite the gloomy outlook,

Dayton airport officials said they

arenot throwing in the towel and
the hometownhub is not in dan-
ger of shutting down.
The airport is honing in on a

strategicplan for2018 that focuses
on business travel and improve-
ments to help keep it compet-
itive with airports in cities like
Columbus and Cincinnati and

keep one of the city’s top eco-
nomic engines vibrant.
“It’s an integral part of the

future success of the region,”
said JeffHoagland, president and
CEOof theDaytonDevelopment
Coalition.

Airports continued on A23

Small airports are dying out; what will 2018 hold for DAY?
CONTINUING COVERAGE

By Barrie Barber
Staff Writer

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE
BASE — When North Korea
launches a ballistic missile over
thePacific, topU.S. leaders turn to
theNationalAir andSpace Intelli-
genceCenterbasedatWright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base.
Analysis by NASIC keeps the

White House, Congress and the
Pentagon aware of air, space and
cyber threats and determines
what dangers a missile from the
rogue country has for the U.S.
and its allies.
“It is no exaggeration to say

that the assessments NASIC gen-
erates can make the difference
between war and peace,” said
Loren B. Thompson, a senior
defense analyst with the Virgin-
ia-based Lexington Institute.
NASIC last week opened

NASIC continued on A26

Secretive center at
Wright-Patt alerts
U.S. leaders to threats.

Difference
between
war and
peace

WRIGHT-PATTERSON

WITH CARD
12.99

Hershey’s
Monster Bags
Select Varieties,
40.3-53.1 oz

Prices Effective through
Tuesday, October 31, 2017.



SECOND: Betty Lin-Fisher, 
Akron Beacon Journal

Best Rock and Roll Feature 
Writing 
FIRST: Julia Oller, The Columbus 
Dispatch
SECOND: No Award

Best Social Issues Reporting 
FIRST: Rita Price, Mark 
Ferenchik and Joshua A. Bickel, 
The Columbus Dispatch 
SECOND: Mark Curnutte, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer 

Best Sports Profile 
FIRST: Zach Buchanan, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
SECOND: C. Trent Rosecrans, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Sports Reporting 
FIRST: Adam Jardy, The 
Columbus Dispatch 
SECOND: Marla Ridenour, Akron 
Beacon Journal

Best Website 
FIRST: Dispatch.com, staff, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Cincinnati.com, staff, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer

BEST OF SHOW PRINT 
Newspapers (Circulation 
75,000+) 
 
Best Columnist in Ohio 
FIRST: Theodore Decker, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Bob Dyer, Akron 
Beacon Journal 

Best Critic in Ohio 
FIRST: Clint O’Connor, Akron 
Beacon Journal
SECOND: Michael Grossberg, 
The Columbus Dispatch 

Best Daily Newspaper 
FIRST: The Columbus Dispatch 
SECOND: Akron Beacon Journal

Best Defense of First 
Amendment 
FIRST: Randy Ludlow, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: No Award

Best Graphic Designer 
FIRST: Justin Gilbert, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Edna Jakubowski, 
Akron Beacon Journal

Best Page One Design
FIRST: Staff, The Columbus 
Dispatch
SECOND: Mark Turner, Akron 
Beacon Journal

Best Photographer in Ohio 
FIRST: Kyle Robertson, The 
Columbus Dispatch 
SECOND: Joshua Bickel, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Reporter in Ohio 
FIRST: Amanda Garrett, Akron 
Beacon Journal
SECOND: Holly Zachariah, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Special Publication
FIRST: John Hancock and 
Sarah Bennett, Dayton Business 
Journal
SECOND: No Award 

Best Special Section
FIRST: Kelly Lecker, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: No Award

Best Videographer 
FIRST: Carrie Cochran, 
Cincinnati.com
SECOND: Kareem Elgazzar,The 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com

PRINT WINNERS
(Circulation Under 75,000) 

Best Arts Profile
FIRST: Kelly Petryszyn, 
Cleveland Magazine
SECOND: Michael C. Butz, 
Canvas, Cleveland Jewish News

Best Arts Reporting
FIRST: Linda Feagler, Ohio 
Magazine
SECOND: Michael C. Butz, 
Canvas, Cleveland Jewish News 

Best Business Profile
FIRST: Chris Gaitten, Columbus 
Monthly
SECOND: Stan Bullard, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business
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s the lights go up in the 1920s-style Capitol Theatre, audience members tentatively raise 
their hands. 

Derek Hess stands at the foot of the stage next to filmmaker Nick Cavalier and Hess’ 
manager, Marty Geramita. For the last 96 minutes, Hess’ life, his art and his struggles 
with alcoholism and bipolar disorder have been laid naked on the screen in Cavalier’s 
documentary Forced Perspective. 

Now, the 52-year-old with a blond buzz cut, rich blue eyes and more tattoos than he can count is 
offering to expose even more by taking questions. Most have little to do with Cavalier’s moviemaking 
process or Hess’ iconic concert posters and haunting images of fallen angels and battered humans. In-
stead, usually hushed phrases hang heavy like the theater’s velvet red curtains. Bipolar disorder. Mixed 
state. Mania. 

“Do you take your medication?” a woman prods. 
“Yes,” Hess answers. 
“Have you taken it for a long time?” she asks hurriedly.
“Yes,” he replies. 
“Could you tell us what it is?” she presses.
“I love it when bipolar people meet each other. They all compare meds,” Hess cracks. 
The crowd exhales with laughter. 

By Kelly Petryszyn
PhotograPhy By angelo Merendino •  lettering By dereK hess

While artist derek hess has always purged his emotions on paper, his struggle with mental illness 
has remained mostly hidden. now he’s peeling back the layers by speaking out  

and hosting an arts, comedy and music festival to raise awareness.

clevelandmagazine.com /  C L E V E L A N D   75

“It isn’t literal,” Derek 
Hess says about his art. 

“It’s representing certain 
feelings or emotions,”

BEST ARTS PROFILE FIRST, print under 75,000 – Kelly Petryszyn, Cleveland Magazine 



Best Business Reporting
FIRST: Barrett Brunsman, 
Cincinnati Business Courier
SECOND: Steve Watkins, 
Cincinnati Business Courier 

Best Children’s Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Daniel Carson, The 
News-Messenger
SECOND: Angela Gartner, 
Northeast Ohio Parent

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Jona Ison, Chillicothe 
Gazette
SECOND: Vanessa Enoch, 
Dan Yount and Liz Brazile, The 
Cincinnati Herald

Best Deadline Reporting
FIRST: Bob Jacob, Cleveland 
Jewish News
SECOND: No Award

Best Education Issues 
Reporting, Higher Ed
FIRST: Rachel Abbey 
McCafferty, Crain’s Cleveland 
Business 
SECOND: Amanda Koehn, 
Cleveland Jewish News

Best Education Issues 
Reporting, K-12
FIRST: Amanda Koehn, 
Cleveland Jewish News
SECOND: Marla Kuhlman, 
ThisWeek Community News

Best Environment Reporting
FIRST: Daniel Carson, The 
News-Messenger
 SECOND: No Award

Best Explanatory Reporting
FIRST: Staff, Cleveland 
Magazine
SECOND: Dave Ghose, 
Columbus Monthly

Best Feature Reporting 
FIRST: Joel Oliphint, Columbus 
Alive

SECOND: Catie Noyes, Farm 
and Dairy
Best Government Reporting
FIRST: Andrew King, ThisWeek 
Community News
SECOND: No Award

Best Headline Writing
FIRST:  Bob Jacob, Cleveland 
Jewish News 
SECOND: No Award

Best Human Interest Writing
FIRST: Dave Ghose, Columbus 
Monthly
SECOND: Erica Thompson, 
Columbus Alive

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST:  Spencer Remoquillo 
and Trista Thurston, Lancaster 
Eagle-Gazette
SECOND: Jona Ison, Chillicothe 
Gazette

Best Media Criticism
FIRST: Cliff Anthony, The News-
Herald
SECOND: No Award

Best Medical/Science 
Reporting
FIRST: Chris Gaitten, Columbus 
Monthly
SECOND: Barrett Brunsman, 
Cincinnati Business Courier

Best Minority Issues Reporting
FIRST: Elaine Guregian, Ignite
SECOND: James Bigley II, 
Cleveland Magazine

Best Newsmaker Profile
FIRST: Suzanne Goldsmith, 
Columbus Monthly
SECOND: Andy Downing and 
Joel Oliphint, Columbus Alive

Best Public Service 
Journalism
FIRST: Amanda Koehn, 
Cleveland Jewish News
SECOND: Andy Downing and 
Joel Oliphint, Columbus Alive
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DID YOU
KNOW?
There’s lot to unpack after 230 years.                                                                                                                                           
We answered your questions about 
Cincinnati and learned a lot along 
the way. We hope you do, too. 4-7

ILLUSTRATION BY ROB WARNICK

Industry veteran 
Kevin Hughes 
returns to lead 
region’s largest 
CRE company, 

including 300-plus employees at 
Cincinnati-Dayton office. 
TOM DEMEROPOLIS, 3

ON THE MOVE

NEW LEADER 
AT CUSHMAN 
& WAKEFIELD 

SPORTS BIZ

FC CINCINNATI MAKES FINAL 
PITCH FOR MLS TEAM 12

On the western front
Former Mount Airy hospital site 
eyed for 160-home subdivision
CHRIS WETTERICH, 10

Mergers and 
acquisitions 22

COMING AND GOING

‘There’s not another 
building like it here’
Terrex prepares 5-acre high-profile 
site along Norwood Lateral for office 
property. TOM DEMEROPOLIS, 14

Macy’s chairman,    
former CEO to retire
Terry Lundgren’s exit on Jan. 31 will 
complete transition plan announced in 
June 2016. ERIN CAPRONI, 16

COVER STORY

BEST PAGE ONE DESIGN, print under 
75,000 – Kevin Cox, Cincinnati Business 
Courier 

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print under 75,000 – Tim 
Johnson, Columbus Monthly 

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW SECOND, print under 75,000 – 
Rob Hardin, Columbus Alive 



Best Religion Reporting
FIRST: Amanda Koehn, Jstyle, 
Cleveland Jewish News
SECOND: Alyssa Schmitt, Bar-
Bat Mitzvah, Cleveland Jewish 
News

Best Rock and Roll 
Commentary/Best Music 
Review
FIRST: Andy Downing, 
Columbus Alive 
SECOND: Ginny McCabe, 
Journal-News

Best Rock and Roll Feature 
Writing
FIRST: Timothy Magaw, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business
SECOND: Andy Downing, 
Columbus Alive

Best Social Issues Reporting
FIRST: Chris Gaitten, Columbus 
Monthly
SECOND: Chris Mosby, Patch.
com

Best Sports Profile
FIRST: Andy Downing, 
Columbus Alive
SECOND: Kevin Kleps, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business

Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Kevin Kleps, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business
SECOND: Steve Watkins, 
Cincinnati Business Courier

Best Website
FIRST: Staff, Ohiomagazine.com
SECOND: Sara Welch, Jordan 
Roberts and Tammy Reese, 
Farmanddairy.com

BEST OF SHOW PRINT 
Newspapers (Circulation 
Under 75,000) 

Best Columnist in Ohio
FIRST: Regina Brett, Cleveland 
Jewish News
SECOND: Mark Froelich, The 
Crescent-News

Best Critic in Ohio
FIRST: Andy Downing, 
Columbus Alive
SECOND: Kim Schneider, 
Cleveland Magazine

Best Graphic Designer in Ohio
FIRST: Matthew Bailey, 
Columbus Alive
SECOND: Maria Amador, 
Cleveland Magazine

Best Monthly in Ohio
FIRST: Cleveland Magazine
SECOND: 614 Magazine

Best Page One Design
FIRST: Kevin Cox, Cincinnati 
Business Courier
SECOND: David Kordalski, 
Crain’s Cleveland Business

Best Photographer in Ohio
FIRST:  Tim Johnson, Columbus 
Monthly
SECOND: Rob Hardin, 
Columbus Alive

Best Reporter in Ohio
FIRST: Sheehan Hannan, 
Cleveland Magazine
SECOND: Michael Cooper, 
Springfield News-Sun

Best Special Publication
FIRST: Travis Hoewischer, 
Michael Cooper, Jeni Ruisch and 
Dustin Goebel, 614 Magazine
SECOND: Staff, Cleveland 
Jewish News

Best Special Section
FIRST: David Kordalski, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business
SECOND: Staff, Columbus CEO

Best Videographer
FIRST: Molly Corfman, The 
News-Messenger
SECOND: Mark Froelich, The 
Crescent-News

Best Weekly Newspaper
FIRST: Cincinnati Business 
Courier 
SECOND: Crain’s Cleveland 
Business

TRADE PUBLICATION 
WINNERS

Best Cover Design
FIRST: Maria Alejandra Zanetta 
and Branden Vondrak, Ignite, 
Northeast Ohio Medical 
University 
SECOND: David Hartong and 
Aimee Tenzek, Farm and Dairy

Best Department
FIRST: Elaine Guregian , 
Ignite, Northeast Ohio Medical 
University 
SECOND: Michael von Glahn 
and Monica Doud, Collegiate 
Market Watch, The College Store 
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BEST COLUMNIST IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print under 75,000 – 
Regina Brett, Cleveland Jewish News 

BEST OF
COLUMBUS
2017

BEST GRAPHIC DESIGNER IN OHIO, 
BEST OF SHOW FIRST, print under 75,000 
– Matthew Bailey, Columbus Alive 



Best Feature Design
FIRST: Monica Doud, The 
College Store
SECOND: Guy Kelly and 
Corinne Minard, Cincy Magazine

Best General Story
FIRST: RJ Smith and Beth 
Taylor, Super Lawyers Magazine 
SECOND: Elaine Guregian, 
Ignite, Northeast Ohio Medical 
University 

Best Personality Profile
FIRST: Jenny Burman and Beth 
Taylor, Super Lawyers Magazine 
SECOND: Bruce Meyer, Rubber 
& Plastics News

Best Trade Publication 
Website
FIRST: Staff, Canvas, Cleveland 
Jewish News, Canvascle.com
SECOND: Erin Pustay Beaven, 
Rubber & Plastics News, 
Rubbernews.com

Best Trade Report
FIRST: Susan Crowell, Chris 
Kick, Catie Noyes, Katy Mumaw, 
Aimee Tenzek and David 
Hartong, Farm and Dairy
SECOND: Dan Angelo, Daniel 
J. Pender and Alison Stern-
Dunyak, The College Store 

BEST OF SHOW 
TRADE PUBLICATIONS 
WINNERS

Best Trade Columnist in Ohio
FIRST: Susan Crowell, Farm and 
Dairy 
SECOND: Michael von Glahn, 
The College Store

Best Trade Publication in Ohio
FIRST: Staff, The College Store
SECOND: Staff, Canvas, 
Cleveland Jewish News

TELEVISION WINNERS

Best Consumer Reporting
FIRST: Brooks Jarosz, ABC 6 
On Your Side
SECOND: Rachel Murray and 
Byron Stirsman, WHIO-TV

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST: Kelly Frank and Staff, 
WBNS-10TV
SECOND: Tom McKee, WCPO-
TV

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Bennett Haeberle, Joel 
Chow, Chris Kettler, Dorian 
DiBartolomeo and Shawn Hoder, 
WBNS-10TV
SECOND: Caryn Golden and 
Byron Stirsman, WHIO-TV

Best Documentary
FIRST: Lance Shultz, WVIZ/PBS 
ideastream
SECOND: No Award

Best Education Issues 
Reporting, K-12
FIRST: Mark Urycki, WVIZ/PBS 
ideastream
SECOND: No Award

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, Tim 
Geraghty, Andy Adams, and Nick 
Pantazi, WKRC-TV
SECOND: Katie Ferrell and 
Jason Dille, WCMH-NBC4

Best Environment Reporting
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, Tim 
Geraghty and Eric Frisbee, 
WKRC-TV
SECOND: Mark Urycki, WVIZ /
PBS ideastream

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Bryant Somerville and 
Chris Blake, WBNS-10TV
SECOND: Evan Millward, 
WCPO-TV

Best General Assignment 
Reporting
FIRST: Maia Belay WJW-TV /  
Fox 8 News
SECOND: Tom McKee, WCPO-
TV

Best Government Reporting
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, Tim 
Geraghty and Nick Pantazi, 
WKRC-TV
SECOND: Jo Ingles, Andy Chow 
and Daniel Konik, Ideastream/
statenews.org/Ohio PBS stations
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BEST TRADE COLUMNIST IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST – Susan Crowell, Farm and 
Dairy 

BEST TRADE PUBLICATION IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST – Staff, The College Store 



Best Health Care Feature 
Reporting
FIRST: Staff, WVIZ / PBS 
ideastream
SECOND: Kevin Landers and 
Ryan Hitchcock, WBNS-10TV

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Jerry Revish, Joel Chow 
and Bennett Haeberle, WBNS-
10TV
SECOND: Brooks Jarosz, 
Matthew Spurrier and Ben 
Frecker, ABC 6 / Fox 28

Best Medical/Health Reporting
FIRST: Bennett Haeberle, Joel 
Chow and Chris Kettler, WBNS-
10TV
SECOND: Evan Millward, WCPO

Best Minority Issues Coverage
FIRST: Robert Busby, Courtis 
Fuller and Jeff Moran, WLWT-TV
SECOND: Dennis Knowles, 
WVIZ / PBS ideastream

Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Robert Busby, Vanessa 
Richardson and Bill Hager, 
WLWT-TV
SECOND: Tom McKee, WCPO-
TV

Best Spot News
FIRST: Adam Marshall and 
Nathan Davis, WHIO-TV
SECOND: Kelly Frank and Staff, 
WBNS-10-TV

Best Website
FIRST: Michael King, Andy Long, 
Joe Clark, Michelle Rotuno-
Johnson and Rachel Gribble, 
Nbc4i.com, WCMH-NBC4
SECOND: Dan Gialluca and 
Brad Bader, 10tv.com, WBNS-
10TV

BEST OF SHOW 
TELEVISION WINNERS 

Best Anchor
FIRST: Rick Jackson, WVIZ / 
PBS ideastream 
SECOND: No Award

Best Editor
FIRST: Robert Busby, WLWT-TV
SECOND: Mary Fecteau, WVIZ / 
PBS ideastream

Best News Operation
FIRST: Dave Ciliberti, WCMH-
NBC4
SECOND: Dave Bennallack, 
WHIO-TV

Best Newscast
FIRST: Nick Petrellow, WCMH-
NBC4
SECOND: Quincy Wallace and 
Kristi Derocher, WHIO-TV

Best Producer
FIRST: Allison Hammond, 
WDTN-TV
SECOND: Amy Frederick, 

WHIO-TV
Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST: Robert Busby, Alexis 
Rogers, Jeff Moran and Courtis 
Fuller, WLWT-TV 
SECOND: Karen Kasler, Andy 
Chow, Jo Ingles and Daniel 
Konik, Ideastream/statenews.
org/Ohio PBS stations

Best Reporter
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, WKRC-
TV
SECOND: Amani Abraham, 
WKYC-TV

Best Videographer
FIRST: Ali Ghanbari, WJW-TV
SECOND: Byron Stirsman, 
WHIO-TV

RADIO WINNERS

Best Consumer Reporting
FIRST: Kabir Bhatia, WKSU
SECOND: No Award

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST: Jeff St. Clair, M.L. 
Schultze and Amanda 
Rabinowitz, WKSU
SECOND: Ann Thompson, 
WVXU

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Matt Richmond, WCPN 
ideastream
SECOND: Tana Weingartner, 
WVXU

Best Documentary
FIRST: Tony Ganzer and Nick 
Castele, WKSU
SECOND: M.L. Schultze, WKSU

Best Education Issues 
Reporting: K-12
FIRST: Ashton Marra, WCPN 
ideastream
SECOND: No Award

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST: Tana Weingartner, WXVU
SECOND: No Award14

BEST ANCHOR, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
TELEVISION – Rick Jackson, WVIZ / PBS 
ideastream 

BEST REPORTER, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
TELEVISION – 
Duane Pohlman, WKRC-TV 



Best Environment Reporting
FIRST: Elizabeth Miller, WCPN 
ideastream 
SECOND: Andy Chow, 
Ideastream/statenews.org/Ohio 
NPR stations

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Adrian Ma, WCPN 
ideastream
SECOND: Adora Namigadde, 
WOSU

Best General Assignment 
Reporting
FIRST: M.L. Schultze, Kabir 
Bhatia and Tim Rudell, WKSU
SECOND: Tana Weingartner, 
WVXU

Best Government Reporting
FIRST:  M.L. Schultze, Mark 
Arehart, Kabir Bhatia, WVXU 
SECOND: Karen Kasler, 
Jo Ingles and Andy Chow, 
Ideastream/statenews.org/Ohio 
NPR stations

Best Health Care Feature 
Reporting
FIRST: Jeff St. Clair, WKSU
SECOND: Karen Kasler, 
Jo Ingles and Andy Chow, 
Ideastream/statenews.org/Ohio 
NPR stations

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Bill Rinehart, WVXU 
SECOND: No Award

Best Medical/Health Reporting
FIRST: Lecia Bushak, Nick 
Castele and Marlene Harris-
Taylor, WCPN ideastream
SECOND: Jeff St. Clair, WKSU

Best Minority Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Mike McIntyre and 
Rachel Rood, WCPN ideastream
SECOND: Adora Namigadde, 
WOSU

Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Terry Pluto and Amanda 
Rabinowitz, WKSU
SECOND: No Award

Best Spot News
FIRST: Ann Thompson, WVXU
SECOND: Bill Rinehart, WVXU

Best Website
FIRST: Gabriel Rosenberg, 
WOSU, radio.wosu.org
SECOND: Chuck Poulton, 
Andrew Meyer and M.L. 
Schultze, WKSU, wksu.org

BEST OF SHOW RADIO 
WINNERS 

Best Anchor
FIRST: Amanda Rabinowitz, 
WKSU
SECOND: Maryanne Zeleznik, 
WVXU

Best News Operation
FIRST: Amanda Rabinowitz, 
M.L. Schultze, Kabir Bhatia, 
Jeff St. Clair, Tim Rudell, Mark 
Arehart and News Staff, WKSU 
SECOND: News Team, WVXU

Best Newscast
FIRST: Amanda Rabinowitz and 
Kabir Bhatia, WKSU
SECOND: Maryanne Zeleznik, 
WVXU

Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST: Leigh Barr, WCPN 
ideastream
SECOND: Pete Rightmire, 
Mark Heyne and Selena Reder, 
WVXU

Best Reporter
FIRST: M.L. Schultze, WKSU
SECOND: Tana Weingartner, 
WVXU

DIGITAL MEDIA 
WINNERS

Best Arts/Entertainment Story
FIRST: Kris Sproles, Jim Hannah 
and Erin Pence, wright.edu/news 
SECOND: Carrie Wise and Mary 
Fecteau, ideastream.org 

Best Blog Post (news 
organization)
FIRST: Kevin Kleps, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business
SECOND: No Award

Best Business/Tech Story
FIRST: Kathiann M. Kowalski, 
Midwest Energy News
SECOND: Susan Post, 
TheMetropreneur.com

Best Editorial Writing
FIRST: Lauren Sega, 
ColumbusuUnderground.com
SECOND: No award

Best Feature
FIRST: Gabriel Rosenberg, 
WOSU 
SECOND: Zack Meisel, 
Cleveland.com 15

BEST REPORTER, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
RADIO – Amanda Rabinowitz, WKSU 

BEST ANCHOR, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
RADIO – M.L. Schultze, WKSU



Best Headline Writing
FIRST: Gabriel Rosenberg, 
WOSU 
SECOND: Lois Bowers, 
McKnightsSeniorLiving.com

Best Medical/Science Story
FIRST: Kathiann M. Kowalski, 
Midwest Energy News
SECOND: Kathiann M. 
Kowalski, Midwest Energy News

Best News Story
FIRST: Beth A. Mlady, 
Cleveland.com
SECOND: Beth A. Mlady, 
Cleveland.com

Best Overall Blog 
(independent)
FIRST: Jack Greiner, https://
graydon.law/category/jack-out-
of-the-box/
SECOND: Kevin Smith, 
Kiplinger

Best Overall Blog (news 
organization)
FIRST: Kevin Kleps, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business
SECOND: No Award

Best Photography
FIRST: Kareem Elgazzar, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com
SECOND: Lillian Dent, 
ColumbusUnderground.com

Best Videographer
FIRST: Kareem Elgazzar, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com
SECOND: Courtney 
Hergesheimer, The Columbus 
Dispatch

Specialized Journalism Site
FIRST: Staff, ideastream.org
SECOND: Gabriel Rosenberg 
and Nick Houser, WOSU

BEST OF SHOW 
DIGITAL MEDIA 
WINNERS 

Best General News Site
FIRST: Staff, Ideastream.org 
SECOND: Gabriel Rosenberg, 
WOSU, radio.wosu.org

Best Online Still Photographer 
in Ohio
FIRST: Matt Ellis, 
ColumbusUnderground.com 
SECOND: Kareem Elgazzar, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer/
Cincinnati.com

FREELANCE WINNERS

FREELANCE PRINT 
(Circulation 75,000+)

Best Arts Review
FIRST: Annie Zaleski, The Plain 
Dealer / Cleveland.com
SECOND: No Award

Best Criticism/Editorial
FIRST: Richard M. Perloff, 
Cleveland.com
SECOND: No Award

Best Investigative Reporting 
(story or series)
FIRST: Ginny McCabe (with 
editing by Ben Klayman, 
Frances Kerry and Dan Grebler), 
Reuters
SECOND: No Award

Best Newswriting
FIRST: Ginny McCabe (with 
additional reporting, writing and 
editing by Timothy McLaughlin, 
Jonathan Oatis and Bernard 
Orr), Reuters
SECOND: No Award

BEST OF SHOW 
FREELANCE LARGE 
PRINT WINNER 

Best Freelance Writer
FIRST: Ginny McCabe (with 
additional writing and editing  
by Timothy McLaughlin, Ben 
Klayman and Lisa Shumaker), 
Reuters
SECOND: No Award 

FREELANCE PRINT
(Circulation Under 75,000)

Best Arts Review 
FIRST: James D. Partin, 
Cincinnatigazette.com 
SECOND: Ginny McCabe, 
Journal-News

BEST OF SHOW 
FREELANCE SMALL 
PRINT WINNER

Best Freelance Writer
FIRST: Mya Frazier, Body of 
Work
SECOND: Vince Guerrieri, Body 
of Work
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BEST GENERAL NEWS SITE, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, DIGITAL MEDIA –– Staff, 
Ideastream.org 

BEST ONLINE STILL PHOTOGRAPHER 
IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, DIGITAL 
MEDIA – Matt Ellis, ColumbusUnderground.com 



FREELANCE DIGITAL 
MEDIA

Best Arts Review 
FIRST: Ginny McCabe, 
Thedaytonmagazine.com
SECOND: No Award

Best Criticism/Editorial
FIRST: Richard M. Perloff, 
Cleveland.com
SECOND: Ken Schneck, The 
Huffington Post

Best Feature Writing
FIRST: Kathiann M. Kowalski, 
Science News for Students
SECOND: Doug Motz, 
ColumbusUnderground.com

Best Government Reporting
FIRST:  Bob Sandrick, 
Cleveland.com
SECOND:  Bob Sandrick, 
Cleveland.com

Best Newswriting
FIRST:  Ginny McCabe (with 
additional reporting, writing and 
editing by Timothy Mclaughlin, 
Jacob Frongholt-Pedersen, 
Lisa Von Ahn and Bernard Orr), 
Reuters
SECOND: No Award

BEST OF SHOW 
FREELANCE DIGITAL 
MEDIA WINNERS

Best Freelance Writer
FIRST: Jeff Regensburger, 
ColumbusUnderground.com
SECOND: Annie Zaleski, salon.
com

COLLEGE WINNERS

Best College Feature Writing
FIRST: Sheridan Hendrix, 
The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University 
SECOND: Erin Gottsacker, 
The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University 

Best College News Writing
FIRST: Summer Cartwright and 
Owen Daugherty,The Lantern, 
The Ohio State University
SECOND: Owen Daugherty,The 
Lantern, The Ohio State 
University

Best College Non-Daily 
Newspaper
FIRST: The Lantern, The Ohio 
State University
SECOND: The Kent Stater, Kent 
State University 

Best College Opinion Writing
FIRST: Lucas Misera The Kent 
Stater / Kentwired.com, Kent 
State University
SECOND: Carly Cundiff, The 
Carroll News, John Carroll 
University

Best College Sports Writing
FIRST: Colin Hass-Hill, The 
Lantern, The Ohio State 
University
SECOND: Colin Hass-Hill, 
The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University
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BEST ARTS REVIEW, FREELANCE, FIRST, 
print over 75,000 – Annie Zaleski, The Plain 
Dealer / Cleveland.com 

BEST COLLEGE NON-DAILY NEWSPAPER 
FIRST – The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University 

BEST FEATURE WRITING – Sheridan 
Hendrix, The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University 

BEST COLLEGE NON-DAILY NEWSPAPER 
SECOND – The Kent Stater, Kent State 
University 

OFFENSIVE LINE
Even in dark moments for Ohio 
State, the offensive line has been a 
bright spot.

P8

The student 
voice of the 
Ohio State 
University
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EATING DISORDER
Ohio State freshman shares her 
experience and advice on living with 
an eating disorder.

TENNIS
Mikael Torpegaard is back at Ohio 
State after deciding against going 
pro.

PHOTOGRAPHER      
Columbus photographer spotlights 
city’s east side residents in black-
and-white book.

P4P2 P8

thelantern.com       @TheLantern

TUESDAY THURSDAY

KEVIN STANKIEWICZ | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Evan Johnson, a fifth-year doctoral candidate in physics, holds a sign in the Ohio Union 
Monday at a protest against the tax bill proposed by congressional Republicans. 

‘This is not what we signed up for’

KEVIN STANKIEWICZ
Editor-in-Chief

stankiewicz.16@osu.edu

SUMMER CARTWRIGHT
Campus Editor

cartwright.117@osu.edu

For the past week, Kendra Dickinson has spent 
part of her morning contacting her elected officials 
— from Sens. Rob Portman and Sherrod Brown to 
congresswoman Joyce Beatty and President Donald 
Trump — to voice her opposition to congressional 
Republicans’ proposed tax bill. 

In particular, Dickinson, a second-year doctoral 
candidate in Hispanic linguistics, takes issue with a 

provision that would reclassify tuition waivers grad-
uate students currently receive as income instead. 

About five hours after Dickinson sent her messag-
es Monday morning, she joined hundreds of people 
— mostly graduate students, professors and under-
graduates — gathering on The Oval, and then later 
walking to the Ohio Union, to further protest the bill. 

“If I had known that it would be this way I prob-
ably wouldn’t have even started graduate school,” 
Dickinson said. “This is not what we signed up for. 
Had [this provision] been in place, that would’ve ab-
solutely, 100 percent been a deterrent.”  

Specifically, the “Tax Cuts and Jobs Act” would 
count stipends or covered tuition graduate students 
and doctoral candidates often receive from univer-

Wexner Medical Center 
seeking new leader 
after six-month void

OWEN DAUGHERTY
Assistant Campus Editor
daugherty.260@osu.edu

After more than six months 
without someone at the helm of 
the Wexner Medical Center, Ohio 
State announced it would begin 
looking for a new leader of its 
growing health enterprise.

The medical center had record 
revenue margins in the past year 
despite CEO Sheldon Retchin 
stepping down following criti-
cism from some of Ohio State’s 
top doctors. 

Now, Ohio State is looking to 
build on the success of the med-
ical center that continues to grow 
not only in physical size, but also 
in its impact on the university’s 
bottom line; the medical cen-
ter made up 48 percent of Ohio 
State’s total budget in 2016 and 
topped $3 billion in revenue for 
the first time that year, according 
to recent Board of Trustees doc-
uments.

“All of those things that we are 
doing are working quite well,” 
University President Michael 
Drake said in an interview. “And 
we want those to continue. What 
[the new CEO] will help us do 
is to improve, which we always 
want to be improving. And we are 

entering into a significant growth 
phase and we want somebody to 
manage us through that.”

The significant growth will be 
seen right away, because Ohio 
State continues to expand its 
medical center. The university is 
planning on upgrading its ambu-
lance facilities and will build a 
new research facility, as well as 
even more updates to the existing 
hospital, according to Board doc-
uments.

The chancellor will be in charge 
of overseeing both the medical 
center hospital operations and the 

Ohio State researchers could prove vital in Hyperloop development
JAKE RAHE

Lantern reporter
rahe.21@osu.edu

Imagine commuting to class or 
work at Ohio State from Chicago 
in 29 minutes or Pittsburgh in 18. 
With Hyperloop, it’s a possibility.

The Chicago-Columbus-Pitts-
burgh route was selected as one of 
10 finalists of the Hyperloop One 
Global challenge in September. If 
selected as the winner among the 
finalists, Ohio State researchers 
could play a big role in its design 
and construction. 

“My intention was to bring 
in the proper people ... that are 
knowledgeable on the topic,” said 
Carla Bailo, assistant vice pres-
ident for mobility research and 
business development at Ohio 
State’s Office of Research and 
College of Engineering. “What-
ever expertise would be needed. 
Ohio State would help that in the 
actual deployment of the win.”

Hyperloop One is similar to a 
train in size, but it would fit in-
side a vacuum tube and reach 

speeds up to 671 miles per hour. 
These speeds are reached through 
a combination of electric propul-
sion, magnetic levitation and ul-
tra-low aerodynamic drag.

Ohio State has played a small 

role in the idea stage so far, Bailo 
said. But she sees the potential of 
using university researchers and 
students and the benefits it would 
bring.

“For our region, for student 

involvement, for faculty involve-
ment, all of these things we can 
win in terms of challenges are 
only going to help our economy,” 
Bailo said. “It will help us to pro-
duce students who are top-notch 

and ready to take on the challeng-
es of tomorrow.”

Thea Walsh, director of trans-
portation systems and funding for 
the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission, was in charge of 
the initial proposal and the stages 
moving forward after the Chica-
go-Columbus-Pittsburgh route 
was selected as a finalist. 

Walsh said she sees many op-
portunities and benefits in bring-
ing Hyperloop to Columbus and 
Ohio State.

“If you have a job here, you 
could live in your hometown of 
Chicago, or if you live here, you 
could work in Chicago,” Walsh 
said. “It also means that people 
who don’t have access to the big 
cities like even Columbus may 
have a way to get in here to access 
this job market.”

Winning the global challenge 
does not mean Columbus is guar-
anteed to get a Hyperloop corri-
dor, Walsh said. However, Hyper-
loop One will bring its sights to 
the city.

RIS TWIGG | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

The Chicago-Columbus-Pittsburgh route was selected as one of 10 winners of the 
Hyperloop One Global challenge in September. If selected as the winner among the 
finalists, Ohio State researchers could play a big role in its design and construction.

“I think what we 
learned from the 
past is that we can 
do a better job in 
communicating and 
sharing ideas. There 
has been a great 
effort since the spring 
in doing that, so I 
think we have made 
great progress.”
Michael Drake
Ohio State University President

Students gather in protest of latest GOP tax bill

PROTEST CONTINUES ON 3WEXNER CONTINUES ON 2

HYPERLOOP CONTINUES ON 3
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KentWired.com
@kentwired

High: 25°   Low: 19°

Hoodie. Male. Black.
McKenna Corson
Diversity Reporter

On Feb. 24 at around 8:26 p.m., 
Kent State students, faculty and staff 
subscribed to Flash ALERTS received 
a text warning of a robbery on Summit 
Street near the Kent State Student Rec-
reation and Wellness Center.

Instead of the actual robbery catch-
ing people’s attention, the description 
of the suspect angered members of the 
community.

Within the text message, the suspect 
was described as a “black male mid-
20s in hoody/jeans.”

No other information was released 
via Flash ALERTS on the appearance 
of the suspect.

The description caused some to 
believe it to be racial profiling, while 
others only saw it as a way to identify 
the suspect.

Devon Childress, a freshman digi-
tal sciences major and public relations 
manager for Male Empowerment Net-
work (M.E.N.), felt directly affected by 
the description.

“I was wearing a hoodie that day, so 
it could have been me that might have 
been stopped to be checked,” Childress 
said. “I didn’t even know what the sit-
uation was. I just saw the profiling.”

Childress thought that a descrip-
tion, like the one in the Flash ALERT, 
didn’t deserve to be sent out.

“If you don’t have a clear descrip-
tion, then there’s no point in putting 

one out because it’s ineffective because 
it’s so vague,” Childress said. “It alien-
ates groups of people when you need 
the community to respond to that alert.”

Ben Smith, a senior applied conflict 
management major, took to Twitter to 
express his frustration, responding to 
Kent State’s tweet about the robbery 
with “racial profiling is not helpful 
and stupid.”

Smith wa s upset to see something 
he perceived as vague serve as the only 
clue in the robbery.

“It wasn’t descriptive in any way 
that was beneficial to finding a sus-
pect,” Smith said. “It was technically 
a description. However, the only iden-
tifiable characteristic was their race. 
That is inherently racial profiling.”

Smith said he believed the Flash 
ALERT caused more issues than it was 

trying to solve.
“The information was a ‘mid-20s 

black male wearing a hoody and jeans.’ 
It was like 50 degrees in Ohio; literally 
everyone was wearing a hoody and 
jeans,” he said.

Ile-Ife Okantah, a senior journalism 
major and co-chair of public relations 
for Black United Students (BUS), was 
also disappointed to see the description.

“They pretty much just said a black 
man in clothes,” Okantah said.

Okantah said she believed it to be 
racial profiling as well.

“I don’t want to put it on the (police) 
department to say that it was intentional, 
but a lot of times many microaggressions 
we deal with are unintentional. I think it 
was a lack of sensitivity and that it does 
fall under the category of racial profiling 
because we are a minority on campus. I 
think their intent was to narrow it down, 
but they did it in a way that can be con-
strued as racist,” she said.

However, according to Kent State 
Police Department Community 
Resource Officer Tricia Knoles, it’s not 
the police department that determines 
the description of the suspect.

“We have to go by the descriptions 
that the victims or witnesses give us,” 
Knoles said. “We can’t make up the 
descriptions because we didn’t see the 
person, so the witness or victim that 
saw the person would be the ones giv-
ing us the description.”

Megan Ayscue
Administration Reporter

The Faculty Senate had its second 
meeting of the spring semester Mon-
day to discuss updates on the Kent 
State United pledge, the upcoming 
graduation ceremony and changes 
within departments on campus.

After tabling the decision last 
meeting, the Faculty Senate unani-
mously endorsed the revised Kent 
State United pledge. After Presi-
dent Beverly Warren and Senate 
Chair Deborah Smith talked to 
student groups — such as the Stu-
dent Power Coalition — revisions 
were made to the pledge to include 
“stronger” language.

Warren said she will wait for her 
office to receive the official endorse-
ment from the Faculty Senate before 
moving forward. She said she fore-
sees meeting with more student 
groups to discuss the changes. 

The senate also voted for the 
name of the College of Applied 
Engineering, Sustainability and 
Technology be revised to the College 
of Aeronautics and Engineering.

Aeronautics majors comprise 50 
percent of students in CAEST and 
the college wanted to place more 
of a focus on “unique” and “pure” 
engineering programs, said Rob-
ert Sines, the dean of CAEST. The 
name change will take place begin-
ning the upcoming fall semester.

The Faculty Senate also passed 

the motion to advance athletic 
training from a bachelor ’s to a 
master’s degree. Pending state and 
accreditor approval, this will be 
effective this upcoming fall as well.

Beginning in Spring 2018, the 
Office of Global Education passed 
the motion to establish a universi-
ty-wide English proficiency policy 
for the admission of international 
students, including requiring base 
proficiency scores for admission.

“We currently have no guiding 
policy related to English language 
proficiency requirement,” said Mel-
ody Tankersley, the senior associate 
provost and dean of Graduate Stud-
ies. “With this proposal, we seek to 
create a policy to ensure all students 
applying with international creden-
tials are adequately prepared for 
academic instruction in English at 
Kent State.”

This will clarify and update cur-
rent requirements already held by 
Kent State.

Lashonda Taylor, director of 
University Ceremonies, gave clari-
fication during the meeting about 
the upcoming spring graduation 
ceremony. The advanced degree 
ceremony changed from previ-
ous years and will be held in the 
Field House on May 12 at 6 p.m. 
to accommodate a larger number 
of graduates.

Illustration by Nick Labate

‘‘... we didn’t see the person, 
so the witness or victim 
that saw the person would 
be the ones giving us the 
description.”

— Tricia Knoles
Kent State Police Department
Community Resource Officer

Faculty Senate discusses Kent State 
United pledge, graduation ceremonyUniversity alert sparks racial profiling debate

KENT STATE BASKETBALL 
POSTSEASON COVERAGE

Page 5Behind the jersey: Jimmy Hall

Perspectives photo page: 
A slow start, a strong finish

Page 5

Page 8

Page 4

Scouting report on UCLA

Fill out your NCAA 
Tournament bracket

Thursday: Special tournament coverage in The Kent Stater 

Follow KentWired on Twitter, Facebook, Snapchat and 
Instagram for full game coverage. 

SEE PROFILE / PAGE 7 SEE SENATE / PAGE 7

Kent State senior guard Larissa Lurken drives on Toledo sophomore forward Sarah St-Fort 
during the quarterfinals of the MAC Tournament at Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland on 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017. Kent State lost, 67-63. 
Nate Manley / The Kent Stater

Women’s basketball to play 
WNIT game at Michigan
Henry Palattella
Sports Editor

Following one of his practices in 
mid-February, Kent State women's 
basketball coach Todd Starkey said 
his team shouldn't want to have 
a spring break since that would 
mean they wouldn't be put into a 
postseason tournament.

Starkey got his wish Monday 
night as his team received a bid to 
play in the Women's National Invi-
tation Tournament.

The Flashes will travel to the 
University of Michigan Thursday 
to take on the Wolverines at 7 p.m.

Kent State's team is 0-3 all time 
against Michigan, with their last loss 
coming in 2010 in a WNIT contest.  

The Flashes are one of five 
teams from the Mid-American 

Conference to receive a bid.
Kent's (19-12, 13-5 MAC) sea-

son ended this past weekend when 
they lost to No. 6 seed University 
of Toledo in the first round of the 
MAC Tournament. Michigan's (22-
9, 11-5 Big Ten) run through the Big 
10 Tournament ended in the first 
round at the hands of rival Michi-
gan State, who beat the Wolverines 
74-64.

The Flashes last played in a 
WNIT game in 2011 when they lost 
at Duquesne 64-56.

MEN’S BASKETBALL FEATURED COVERAGE:

‘Golden Flashes Fan Bus’
• Departing from the M.A.C. Center at 

noon on Thursday to Michigan.
• To reserve a spot, contact Cory Slama 

at cslama1@kent.edu before 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday.

Undergraduate Student Government
It’s Time To Vote!

Vote March 13th–15th by visiting kentstateusg.com or logging into Flashline!
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Congratulations to

Jack Greiner and
 

Jack “Out of the Box” 

CINCINNATI, OHIO    THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT

graydon.law/blogs

OSPJ Winner of

Best Overall Blog

Congratulations.
We recognize this year’s SPJ award 
winners’ outstanding achievement.

twitter.com/clevelandclinic  

facebook.com/clevelandclinic 

clevelandclinic.org/media

Congratulation to this year’s 
winner at the SPJ Awards!
Business Wire joins you in celebrating 

Ohio’s best journalism.

Business Wire - Cleveland 
1001 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 1525
Cleveland, OH, 44114
+1.216.781.0220

www.BusinessWire.com
info@BusinessWire.com

@BusinessWire



Going the
distance for our 
communities.

At Dominion Energy Ohio, going the distance for our customers means 
more than just delivering safe, affordable natural gas. It means being a 
positive force in the communities we serve. Our EnergyShare® program 
has raised $7.8 million and helped more than 82,000 people in Ohio 
alone. These resources, combined with more than 6,100 volunteer 
hours from our employees, have benefited organizations as diverse as 
the American Red Cross, the Boy Scouts of America, the Ohio & Erie 
Canalway Coalition and The Salvation Army. 

DominionEnergy.com



WE’RE
 

IN THIS
TOGETHER.

We salute our winners, your winners 
and everyone continuing to 

fight the good fight.


