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Going the
distance for our 
communities.

At Dominion Energy Ohio, going the distance for our customers means 
more than just delivering safe, affordable natural gas. It means being a 
positive force in the communities we serve. Our EnergyShare® program 
has raised $7.8 million and helped more than 82,000 people in Ohio 
alone. These resources, combined with more than 6,100 volunteer 
hours from our employees, have benefited organizations as diverse as 
the American Red Cross, the Boy Scouts of America, the Ohio & Erie 
Canalway Coalition and The Salvation Army. 

DominionEnergy.com



For 48 years the Kiplinger Program in Public
Affairs Journalism has been training

professional journalists. 

We now have a new home, a new partnership
and new energy as we help

define the future of global journalism 
for professionals and students.

Congratulations to this year’s winners.

Whether it's telling a story or building a brand, preparing students for their
chosen professions emphasizing professional excellence and social responsibility.
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congratulate their 2020 Ohio 
Best Journalism award winners.

John Caniglia
Janet Cho

Lisa DeJong
Rachel Dissell

Jordyn Grzelewski
William “Skip” Hall

Steven Litt

Michael McIntyre
Beth Mlady

Patrick O’Donnell
Terry Pluto

Bob Sandrick
Andrea Simakis

Chuck Yarborough

and



Local Matters.
Because of them, our audience knows the best local
journalism has to offer.

Congratulations to The Blade Award Winners!

Congratulations to Columbus Business First's 
news team for their well-deserved honors and 
to all the winners of this year’s Ohio SPJ Awards. 
We are inspired by your excellence and 
achievements.

WELL DONE

columbusbusinessfirst.com

NEWS
91.7

WVXU
88.5

WMUB

FIRST PLACE
Maryanne Zeleznik – Best Anchor
Tana Weingartner – Best Criminal Justice Reporting, Best Minority Issues 
Coverage, Best Spot News, Best Education Issues Reporting 
Ann Thompson – Best Business Reporting
Howard Wilkinson – Best Blog
WVXU News Team – Best Newscast, Best Website

SECOND PLACE
Tana Weingartner – Best Enterprise Reporting, Best Reporter
Ambriehl Crutchfield – Best Education Issues Reporting
Cincinnati Edition – Best Public Affairs Program

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL AWARD WINNERS 
FOR YOUR COMMITMENT 

TO JOURNALISTIC EXCELLENCE!
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Congratulations to winners of Ohio’s Best Journalism awards for 2020, coordinated 
by the Central Ohio, Cincinnati, and Cleveland Professional Chapters of the Society 
of Professional Journalists. The 239 winning entries were selected from 472 
submissions. All winners are listed in this program. They are also available for viewing 
at our competition website – www.ohiospjawards.org. Many thanks to Brandon 
Pence, of Studio Pence, for contest digital work and data administration. 

Contest categories included large circulation print (60,000 or greater), small 
circulation print (fewer than 60,000), radio, television, digital media, trade 
publications, freelance and college. Best of Show distinctions were awarded in all 
categories except college. Entries were for work done in 2019.

A special thank you to dozens of journalists/judges from the Northwest Excellence 
in Journalism Contest (Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Montana and Idaho), who 
judged entries from newspapers, digital publications, magazines, websites, radio 
and television stations, and colleges from throughout the state. The Central Ohio, 
Cincinnati and Cleveland chapters reciprocated by judging the NEIJ contest earlier 
this year. Many thanks to all of our SPJ members and journalists throughout the state 
for judging.

Finally, we would like to extend a special thank you to all journalists and their media 
outlets for the continued support of our contest. Judges from Alaska, Washington, 
Oregon, Montana and Idaho acknowledged and praised the high quality of work 
submitted by Ohio journalists this year. We have much to celebrate!

Your participation advances our profession, and supports scholarship programs 
administered by the Ohio SPJ chapters, as well as programming for journalists 
throughout our state.

We’re already making plans for our 2021 contest. Watch your inbox and visit 
ohiospjawards.org for details about the 2021 contest soon. 

Ohio’s Best Journalism Advisory Committee

8

10

12

13

15

16

17

18

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Sarah Mills Bacha
  Contest Administrator
  Board Member
  CENTRAL OHIO SPJ

Garth Bishop
  Chapter President
  CENTRAL OHIO SPJ

Angela Gartner
  President
  CLEVELAND SPJ

Tom Moore
  Contest Treasurer
  CLEVELAND SPJ

Bob Zack
  Ad Sales
  CLEVELAND SPJ

Ginny McCabe
  Chapter President
  CINCINNATI SPJ
  Region 4 Coordinator
  NATIONAL SPJ

COVER IMAGE:
Lisa DeJong, The Plain Dealer
BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF
SHOW FIRST, print 60,000+
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Congratulations to

Jack Greiner and
 

Jack “Out of the Box” 

CINCINNATI, OHIO    THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT

graydon.law/blogs

OSPJ Winner of

Best Overall Blog

Congratulations.
We recognize this year’s SPJ award 
winners’ outstanding achievement.

@CleClinicNews   

facebook.com/clevelandclinic 

clevelandclinic.org/media

The Central Ohio, Cincinnati and Cleveland Pro Chapters
of the Society of Professional Journalists

Congratulate all of 2020 Ohio’s Best Journalism contest winners!

Watch for details soon at ohiospjawards.org for details
about the 2021 contest

To add your e-mail address to our list, e-mail contact@ohiospjawards.org



2020

LARGE PRINT WINNERS
(CIRCULATION OVER 60,000)

Best Arts Reporting
FIRST: Ken Gordon, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Michael Grossberg, 
The Columbus Dispatch

Best Business Reporting
FIRST: Janet H. Cho, The Plain 
Dealer
SECOND: Jackie Borchardt, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer/
Cincinnati.com

Best Children’s Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Mark Curnutte, Albert 
Cesare, The Cincinnati Enquirer/
Cincinnati.com
SECOND: Rachel Dissell, The 
Plain Dealer

Best Consumer Reporting
FIRST: Liz Dufour, James 
Pilcher, The Cincinnati Enquirer/
Cincinnati.com 
SECOND: Mark Williams, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: John Caniglia, The Plain 
Dealer
SECOND: Allison Dunn, The 
Blade

Best Deadline Reporting
FIRST: Jeremy P. Kelley, Staff, 
Dayton Daily News
SECOND: Staff, The Columbus 
Dispatch

Best Education Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Patrick O’Donnell, The 
Plain Dealer
SECOND: Alissa Widman 
Neese, The Columbus Dispatch

Best Explanatory Journalism
FIRST: Rita Price, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Danae King, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Michael McIntyre, The 
Plain Dealer
SECOND: Michael Wagner, The 
Columbus Dispatch

BEST COLUMNIST IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Amelia 
Robinson, Dayton Daily News 

BEST REPORTER IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Holly 
Zachariah, The Columbus Dispatch 

BEST DAILY NEWSPAPER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – 
Dayton Daily News
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Best Government Reporting
FIRST: Jessie Balmert, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com
SECOND: Laura Bischoff, 
Dayton Daily News

Best Headline Writing
FIRST: William “Skip” Hall, The 
Plain Dealer
SECOND: No Award

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Rachel Dissell, Andrea 
Simakis, The Plain Dealer
SECOND: Liz Dufour, Robert 
Strickley Jr., Kate Murphy, 
James Pilcher, The Cincinnati 
Enquirer/Cincinnati.com

Best Medical/Science 
Reporting
FIRST: Anne Saker, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com
SECOND: Megan Henry, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Minority Issues Reporting
FIRST: Julie Carr Smyth, Rhonda 
Shafner, Associated Press
SECOND: Jevonte Anderson, 
The Blade

Best Political Reporting
FIRST: Liz Skalka, The Blade
SECOND: Julie Carr Smyth, 
Joshua Boak, Associated Press

Best Public Service 
Journalism
FIRST: Jordyn Grzelewski, The 
Plain Dealer
SECOND: Staff, The Cincinnati 
Enquirer/Cincinnati.com

Best Religion Reporting
FIRST: Danae King, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: No Award

Best Rock and Roll Feature 
Writing/Commentary/Review
FIRST: Dan Sewell, John 
Minchillo, Angie Wang, 
Associated Press
SECOND: Chuck Yarborough, 
The Plain Dealer

Best Social Issues Reporting
FIRST: Holly Zachariah, Mike 
Wagner, Bethany Bruner, Jim 
Woods, Doug Caruso, Rebecca 
Reis, Doral Chenoweth, Kyle 
Robertson, Patrick Cooley, Scot 
Kirk, The Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Josh Sweigart, Chris 
Stewart, Dayton Daily News

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Lisa 
DeJong, The Plain Dealer 

9

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW SECOND, print over 60,000 – Joshua 
A. Bickel, The Columbus Dispatch 



Best Sports Profile
FIRST: Joey Kaufman, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Bobby Nightengale, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer/
Cincinnati.com
 
Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Bobby Nightengale, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com
SECOND: Joey Kaufman, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Terry Pluto, The Plain 
Dealer

Best Website:
FIRST: Staff, daytondailynews.
com
SECOND: Staff, dispatch.com

BEST OF SHOW 
LARGE PRINT WINNERS
(CIRCULATION OVER 60,000)

Best Columnist in Ohio:
FIRST: Amelia Robinson, Dayton 
Daily News
SECOND: Andrea Simakis, The 
Plain Dealer

Best Critic in Ohio:
FIRST: Polly Campbell, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com
SECOND: Steven Litt, The Plain 
Dealer

Best Daily Newspaper:
FIRST: Staff, Dayton Daily News
SECOND: Staff, The Plain 
Dealer

Best Graphic Designer in Ohio
FIRST: Sarah Baird, The Blade
SECOND: No Award

Best Page One Design:
FIRST: Adrian Zamarron, Sharyn 
Boyle, Dayton Daily News
SECOND: Jason Bredehoeft, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer/
Cincinnati.com

Best Photographer in Ohio
FIRST: Lisa DeJong, The Plain 
Dealer
SECOND: Joshua A. Bickel, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Reporter in Ohio
FIRST: Holly Zachariah, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: John Caniglia, The 
Plain Dealer

Best Special Section:
FIRST: Rachel Dissell, Andrea 
Simakis, The Plain Dealer
SECOND: Sports Staff, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com

SMALL PRINT WINNERS
(CIRCULATION UNDER 60,000)

Best Arts Reporting
FIRST: Joel Oliphint, Columbus 
Alive
SECOND: Jaelani Turner-
Williams, (614) Magazine

Best Business Reporting
FIRST: Dan Eaton, Columbus 
Business First 
SECOND: Daniel Carson, The 
News-Messenger (Fremont)

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Dan Yount, The 
Cincinnati Herald
SECOND: No Award

Best Education Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Riley Newton, Springfield 
News-Sun
SECOND: Daniel Carson, The 
News-Messenger (Fremont)

Best Explanatory Journalism
FIRST: Sheehan Hannan, 
Cleveland Magazine
SECOND: Daniel Carson, The 
News-Messenger (Fremont)
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See PIZZA, Page G3

Check out the Pizza 
Club podcast at 
bit.ly/2BmvMAg.

THE BLADE

P
izza in Toledo has to have the 
widest spectrum of styles of any 
city in America. Name a type and 
there’s a place serving it.

Our self-appointed council of 
experts decided the best way to celebrate 
was to give a lay of the land of Toledo’s own 
pizza-scape.

So we set out, for the first time in Tole-
do’s 182 years, to (semi) exhaustively 
compartmentalize, categorize, and even 
rank this swirling landscape of pizza.

Welcome to Pizza Club.
First, we know our own members missed and 

misunderstood something that you have particu-
lar pizza insight on. Please vote and tell us what 
you like and why we are wrong at toledoblade.
com/pizzaclub. 

From The Blade, we ultimately settled on the 
idea that pizza’s strongest roots should be repre-
sented within its ranks and geographies.

But to be a club means that by inclusion, there 
is exclusion. To find out why your favorite pizza 
chain or spot was excluded or otherwise not con-
sidered, go inside the pie with The Blade’s Pizza 
Club Podcast. This single episode details who was 
left out, how the scores were determined, and the 
personal lists of who fit where for what and why.

 Our panel 
of pizza lovers 

opines on the best
Toledo has to offer

OUR PANEL
Food Editor Mary 
Bilyeu: A New 
York-born Ann 
Arbor transplant 

Digital editor and 
pizza hound Rob 
Garcia: From 
Chicago

Food photog-
rapher, writer 
Phillip L. Kaplan: 
Toledo’s own

WHAT OUR READERS THINK
Toledoblade.com readers ranked their favorite local pizzas in an online survey. 
But we still want to hear from you. Go to toledoblade.com/pizzaclub and 
weigh in. Results are based on a score from 1 to 10.

Inky’s 7.44/10
Village Idiot 7.32
Original Gino’s 7.15
Home Slice 6.96
Amie’s Pizza Factory 6.87

J&G’s Pizza Palace 6.79
Jojo’s 6.66
Fifth Street Pub 6.60
Stubborn Brother 6.56
Pizza Cat 6.51

By ALEXANDRA MARVAR
NEW YORK TIMES

Step aside, goat yoga. The 
chic way to unwind now is fly 
fishing.

That’s right. For some of 
the same reasons millen-
nials recently flocked to 
bird-watching, this sport — 
long dominated by old white 
men — is gaining popularity 
with a younger set.

For those who can afford the 
leisure time and some rudi-
mentary equipment, it offers a 
reason to be outdoors, a closer 
connection to nature, an ave-

nue for environmentalism, 
built-in community, oppor-
tunity for creative expression, 
and a lifetime’s worth of niche 
expertise. Fly anglers who are 
not vegetarian nor vegan, nor 
otherwise bound by the code 
of “catch and release,” see it 
as an extension of the farm-
to-table movement. Plus, it’s 
very Instagrammable, even as 
it encourages people to put 
down their phones.

And where millennials go, 
hospitality brands follow. 
Guided fly-fishing excursions 
are now offered at many trendy 

boutique hotels, including the 
Little Nell in Aspen, Colo.; 
Tourists, the eco-friendly 
lodge opened by indie influ-
encers including the bassist of 
Wilco, in North Adams, Mass., 
and Sage Lodge, a new nature 
resort just north of Yellow-
stone National Park in Pray, 
Mont., which has a stand of fly 
tackles and nets in its lobby, 
and daily “Fly Fishing 101” 
courses at its backyard casting 
pond overlooking the Absa-
roka Mountains.

At the DeBruce, a boutique 
hotel and culinary destina-

tion in Livingston Manor, N.Y.,
the wall art, bookshelves, and
nine-course tasting menu
are fly fishing-themed. The
banner amenity of the hotel,
where rooms start at $449 a
night (including breakfast
and the tasting menu), is half
a mile of private river; waders,
rods, and reels are all avail-
able for rental for $75 per day
in the Tackle Room near the
pool. And in the Great Room,
where elegant young couples
on honeymoons, babymoons,

Fly fi shing is the new bird-watchingA trainer’s 
fishing 

flies at the 
Livingston 
Manor Fly 

Fishing 
Club in 

Livingston 
Manor, 

N.Y.

NEW 
YORK 

TIMES
See FISHING, Page G5

SERVICE

419 PAY-LESS SHOPAC.COM

OVER 300,000 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

OHIO’S LARGEST SERVICING DEALER!

NEED APPLIANCE REPAIR?

Family Owned Since 1963 WITH PARTS REPAIR (MAX DISCOUNT $35)
*Expires 10/31/19. One Per Household. Prior Sales Excluded. Can not combine w/ other offers

50%
off

ANY SERVICE CALL
APPLIANCE
SERVICE

SERVICE

419 PAY-LESS

Family Owned Since 1963

SPECIAL DISCOUNT COUPON

BEST PAGE ONE DESIGN, BEST OF SHOW 
FIRST, print over 60,000 – Adrian Zamarron, 
Sharyn Boyle, Dayton Daily News 

BEST GRAPHIC DESIGNER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Sarah 
Baird, The Blade 



Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Jacqueline Mitchell, 
ScripType Publishing
SECOND: Katy Smith, 
Columbus CEO

Best Government Reporting
FIRST: Carrie Ghose, Columbus 
Business First
SECOND: Jacqueline Mitchell, 
Kathleen Steele Gaivin, 
ScripType Publishing

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Andy Downing, 
Columbus Alive
SECOND: Staff, The Press

Best Medical / Science 
Reporting
FIRST: Carrie Ghose, Columbus 
Business First
SECOND: Daniel Carson, The 
News-Messenger (Fremont)

Best Minority Issues Reporting
FIRST: Chris Gaitten, Columbus 
Monthly
SECOND: Andy Downing, 
Columbus Alive

Best Religion Reporting
FIRST: Marshall Weiss, The 
Dayton Jewish Observer
SECOND: Marshall Weiss, The 
Dayton Jewish Observer

Best Rock and Roll Feature 
Writing/Commentary/Music 
Review
FIRST: Andy Downing, 
Columbus Alive 
SECOND: No Award

Best Social Issues Reporting
FIRST: Andy Downing, Joel 
Oliphint, Columbus Alive
SECOND: Tristan Navera, 
Columbus Business First

Best Website
FIRST: Staff, www.
springfieldnewssun.com
SECOND: Andy Downing, Joel 
Oliphint, Columbus Alive
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BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – Nick 
Graham, (Hamilton) Journal News 
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Twenty-two-month-old Jett 
seems like a typical toddler. 
He is curious about the world 
around him, but also tightly 

clings to his parents. His big brown 
eyes light up the room when he smiles. 

However, people who first meet 
Jett, who will soon be adopted by 
the Burke family in Kent, might not 
realize he has a rare disease called 
multiple sulfatase deficiency (MSD), 
which impacts enzyme function and 
the body’s ability to eliminate cellular 
waste. 

Amanda Burke says Jett has 
continually had medical issues, 
including a dozen hospitalizations, 
while in their care as an infant.

The family or the doctors initially 
didn’t know the reasons for Jett’s 
conditions. It took nine months to get 
the official diagnosis of MSD.

“We were fighting so hard to figure 
out what was wrong with him and 
every test kept coming back normal,” 
Amanda Burke says. “We kept pushing 
and collectively with the doctors, we 
were able to find the right test to help 
the pathologist identify an abnormality 
in his blood that lead to the diagnosis 
of MSD.” 

According to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, “Multiple 
sulfatase deficiency is estimated to 
occur in 1 per million individuals 
worldwide. Approximately 50 cases 
have been reported in the scientific 
literature.”

Most children do not have symptoms 
at birth, but it is degenerative as they 
develop, according to the National 
MSD Foundation. The disease causes 
developmental delays, loss of motor 
and communication skills, and 
difficulties with swallowing, eating 
and breathing. Children also are more 
likely to develop infections, as well as 
bone, heart and circulatory problems.

The Burke family was relieved to 
finally get a diagnosis, however, the 
news was devastating. 

Jett is believed to have the late-
infantile form of the disease. Amanda 
Burke says he will slowly lose the 
ability to walk, speak, breathe, see and 
hear. 

Currently, MSD has no cure and 
it is considered terminal. Jett’s life 
expectancy is estimated to be around 
four years based on his medical history 
and current progression. 

“It’s not something you want to hear, 
but we knew something was seriously 

wrong with him,” Vanessa Burke says. 
“It was definitely an answer, but not 
the one we were looking for.” 

“There is no current treatment 
for it and all we can do is manage 
his symptoms,” Amanda Burke 
says, adding they have help from 
home nursing and Jett sees multiple 
specialists from Akron Children's 
Hospital. The United MSD Foundation 
is working to raise $1 million to fund 
a human clinical trial for MSD. The 
Burkes hope these funds can be raised 
in time to save their son.

“We try to be positive about it,” 
Vanessa Burke says. “We just keep 
rolling.”

She adds it helped to know other 
families from around the world going 
through it and have that support 
system. 

Amanda Burke says they also deal 
with the challenges of Jett’s disease 
with the help of his siblings and his 
biological dad, Tyrin.

Tyrin says he was shocked and upset 
when he first heard of his son’s disease.

“I think they are incredible parents,” 
he says about the Burkes. “He 
loves them and they love him. 
I am happy we are all like a 
family.” 

“It’s important to have many 
positive relationships in Jett’s 
life,” Amanda Burke says. 
“You can never have too many 
people loving your son. Our 
son is fortunate. He has all 
three of us.” 

Jett also has sisters: Jaylynn, 
4, who is his half-sister and will 
be adopted by the Burkes when 
Jett is, and Maya, 3, who was 
adopted by the Burkes in 2016. He has 
an older sister, Shyann, 5, who is being 
raised by a relative. The Burkes say 
Jett’s sisters love, are protective of, and 
help with their brother’s care.

“We are a tight-knit family,” Amanda 
Burke says. “Lots of snuggles.” 

It hasn’t been an easy road for the 
Burkes, who became Jett's foster 
parents when he was just two-days-
old. They credit the team at Summit 
County Children’s Services, which 
helped them fight for Jett.

“We almost had to give up because 
people weren’t listening to us,” 
Amanda Burke says. She recalls 
the day she had to call their home 
coordinator and say, “If you do not find 
this baby a new home, he is going to 
die.” 

“Through the effort of children’s 
services representatives and a nurse 
practitioner they contracted to 
assist us, we learned how to be his 
advocates — that ultimately got him 
to his diagnosis and hopefully one day 
to a treatment. With kids who have 
advanced diseases, you have to be their 
advocates because they can’t speak for 
themselves.”

To learn more about MSD and 
Jett, visit curemsd.org. Jett also has a 
Facebook page: Ready Set Save Jett, 
and an Instagram: @readysetsavejett 
developed to raise awareness about 
his life with MSD and to help garner 
donations for the human clinical trial. 

Fighting 
forJett

50 Family Living At Its Best

THE BURKE FAMILY COMES TOGETHER TO HELP JETT, 
WHO THEY ARE IN THE PROCESS OF ADOPTING, 

DEAL WITH A RARE TERMINAL DISEASE. 
Writing and photography by Angela Gartner

TOP: JETT WEARS HIS ZEBRA SHIRT. THE 
ZEBRA AND ITS STRIPES ARE KNOWN 
TO REPRESENT AWARENESS FOR RARE 
DISEASES IN THE U.S. BELOW: AMANDA 
AND VANESSA BURKE WITH JETT AND 
HIS BIOLOGICAL DAD, TYRIN. 

BEST GRAPHIC DESIGNER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – Betsy 
Becker, Columbus Monthly  

BEST MONTHLY, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – Brad Mitchell, Angela Gartner, 
Denise Koeth, Sherry Lundberg, Staff, Northeast Ohio Parent 



BEST OF SHOW
SMALL PRINT WINNERS
(CIRCULATION UNDER 60,000)

Best Columnist
FIRST: Rini Jeffers
SECOND:  Masha Kisel, The 
Dayton Jewish Observer

Best Graphic Designer
FIRST: Betsy Becker, Columbus 
Monthly
SECOND: Alyse Pasternak, 
Dispatch Magazines

Best Monthly
FIRST: Brad Mitchell, Angela 
Gartner, Denise Koeth, Sherry 
Lundberg, Designers and 
Editorial Freelance Staff, 
Northeast Ohio Parent 
SECOND: Cleveland Magazine 
SECOND: Columbus Monthly

Best Page One Design
FIRST: John Lauer, Columbus 
Business First
SECOND: No Award

Best Photographer
FIRST: Nick Graham, (Hamilton) 
Journal News
SECOND: Bill Lackey, 
Springfield News-Sun

Best Reporter in Ohio
FIRST: Andy Downing, 
Columbus Alive
SECOND: Suzanne Goldsmith, 
Columbus Monthly

Best Special Publication
FIRST: Ellen J. Kleinerman, 
Maureen Bole, Julie Hullett, 
Samantha Cottrill, Tim Tedeschi, 
Geoff Powers, Tanner Mondok, 
Sue Reid, Chagrin Valley Times  
SECOND: Staff, Cincy Magazine

Best Weekly Newspaper
FIRST: Doug Buchanan, 
Columbus Business First
SECOND: Andy Downing, Joel 
Oliphint, Erica Thompson, Jim 
Fischer, Columbus Alive

TRADE PUBLICATION 
WINNERS

Best Department
FIRST: Lois A. Bowers, 
McKnight’s Senior Living
SECOND: No Award

Best Feature Design
FIRST: Aimee Tenzek and David 
Hartong, Farm and Dairy
SECOND: No Award
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BEST REPORTER IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – Andy 
Downing, Columbus Alive 

BEST COLUMNIST IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – Rini 
Jeffers 

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW SECOND, print under 60,000 – Bill 
Lackey, Springfield News-Sun 

BEST WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – Doug 
Buchanan, Columbus Business First 



Best General Story
FIRST: Stefanie Valentic, EHS 
Today 
SECOND: No Award

Best Personality Profile
FIRST: Rachel Wagoner, Farm 
and Dairy
SECOND: Sarah Donaldson 
(Donkin), Farm and Dairy

Best Trade Publication 
Website
FIRST: Lois A. Bowers, John 
O’Connor, Mark Speakman, 
McKnight’s Senior Living
SECOND: No Award

Best Trade Report
FIRST: Sarah Donaldson 
(Donkin), Farm and Dairy
SECOND: Sarah Donaldson 
(Donkin), Farm and Dairy

BEST OF SHOW 
TRADE PUBLICATION 
WINNERS

Best Trade Columnist in Ohio
FIRST: Rebecca Miller, Farm 
and Dairy
SECOND: Stefanie Valentic, 
EHS Today

Best Trade Publication in Ohio
FIRST: Staff, Cincy Magazine
SECOND: Roderick L. Ingram 
Sr., Elaine Guregian, Scott 
J. Rutan, Samantha Hickey, 
Northeast Ohio Medical 
University (NEOMED)

TELEVISION WINNERS

Best Business Reporting
FIRST: Jeff Haynes, Jean-
Marie Papoi, Gabriel Kramer, 
ideastream
SECOND: No Award

Best Consumer Reporting
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, Eric 
Frisbee, WKRC-TV
SECOND: Jim Otte, James 
Brown, Rachel Murray, Michael 
Burianek, Matthew Simon, Caryn 
Golden, WHIO-TV

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST: Scott Noll, Rob Klein, 
Mark Ackerman, Jim Duncan, 
WEWS-TV
SECOND: Kevin Roach, 
Rebecca Gulden, Reba 
Chenoweth, Megan O’Rourke, 
Adam Aaro, Nathan Edwards, 
Elyse Coulter, Allen Henry, 
Danielle Malagarie, Bryn 
Caswell, Molly Reed, Courtney 
Wheaton, Colleen Peregrin, 
Chelsea Sick, WKEF/WRGT 13

BEST TRADE PUBLICATION IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST – Staff, Cincy Magazine 

BEST TRADE COLUMNIST IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST – Rebecca Miller, 
Farm and Dairy 



Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Mike Campbell, Michael 
Burianek, Matthew Simon, Caryn 
Golden, WHIO-TV
SECOND: Duane Pohlman, Eric 
Frisbee, WKRC-TV

Best Documentary
FIRST: Matthew Simon, Caryn 
Golden, Michael Burianek, Emily 
Gay, Bob Garlock, Carole Hepp-
Benson, Paul Morel, Todd Carter, 
Trey Back, Scott Tipton, Patrick 
Johnson, Javon Pippins, Steve 
Maguire, WHIO-TV
SECOND: Gina Catanzarite, 
Anne Glausser, ideastream

Best Education Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Matthew Simon, Michael 
Burianek, Sean Cudahy, 
Gabrielle Enright, Cheryl 
McHenry, Caryn Golden, WHIO-
TV
SECOND: Jessica Schmidt, 
Payton Del Bradley, WXIX

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, Eric 
Frisbee, WKRC-TV
SECOND: Jessica Schmidt, 
Robyn Tyndall, WXIX

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: John Bedell, James 
Brown, Michael Burianek, 
Matthew Simon, Caryn Golden, 
WHIO-TV
SECOND: Andy Chow, Mary 
Fecteau, Karen Kasler, Dan 
Konik, Statehouse News Bureau, 
Ohio Public Radio and Television
 
Best General Assignment 
Reporting
FIRST: Amani Abraham, WKYC-
TV
SECOND: No Award

Best Government Reporting
FIRST: Jim Otte, Michael 
Burianek, Matthew Simon, Caryn 
Golden, WHIO-TV
SECOND: Bennett Haeberle, 
Joel Chow, Chris Kettler, WBNS-
TV

Best Health Care Feature 
Reporting
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, Eric 
Frisbee, WKRC-TV
SECOND: Marlene Harris-Taylor, 
ideastream

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Scott Noll, WEWS-TV
SECOND: Matthew Simon, 
Michael Burianek, Caryn Golden, 
WHIO-TV

Best Minority Issues Coverage
FIRST: Hagit Limor, Michael 
Benedic, Lindsay Raleigh, 
WCPO-TV
SECOND: Courtis Fuller, Austin 
Maynard, Adrienne Williams, 
Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney, 
WLWT-TV

Best Political Reporting
FIRST: Andy Chow, Jo Ingles, 
Dan Konik, Karen Kasler, 
Statehouse News Bureau, Ohio 
Public Radio and Television
SECOND: No Award

Best Spot News
FIRST: Kevin Roach, Rebecca 
Gulden, Donna Lavoie, Reba 
Chenoweth, Chelsea Sick, Elyse 
Coulter, Nathan Edwards, Megan 
O’Rourke, Molly Reed, Eric 
Onyechefule, Danielle Malagari, 
Holden Robinson, Tyler Gee, 
Courtney Wheaton, Lee Furry, 
Blake Sutherland, WKEF/WRGT
SECOND: Caryn Golden, Quincy 
Wallace, Matthew Simon, Emily 
Gay, Cheryl McHenry, WHIO 
Team, WHIO-TV

BEST OF SHOW 
TELEVISION WINNERS

Best Anchor
FIRST: Cheryl McHenry, WHIO-
TV
SECOND: Rick Jackson, 
ideastream

Best News Operation
FIRST: Rob Rohr, Caryn Golden, 
Quincy Wallace, Matthew Simon, 
Alex King, Kimberly Garrett, 
Kelsey Cano, Bob Garlock, 
Frazier Smith, WHIO Team, 
WHIO-TV
SECOND: No Award

Best Newscast
FIRST: Kevin Roach, Rebecca 
Gulden, Megan O’Rourke, Adam 
Aaro, Nathan Edwards, Bryn 
Caswell, Molly Reed WKEF/
WRGT
SECOND: Emily Gay, Quincy 
Wallace, Caryn Golden, WHIO-
TV
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BEST REPORTER, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
TELEVISION – Duane Pohlman, WKRC-TV 

BEST ANCHOR, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
TELEVISION – Cheryl McHenry, WHIO-TV 



Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST: Hagit Limor, Michael 
Benedic, Lindsay Raleigh, 
WCPO-TV
SECOND: Jim Otte, Alex King, 
Matthew Simon, Caryn Golden, 
WHIO-TV

Best Reporter
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, 
WKRC-TV
SECOND: Scott Noll, WEWS-TV

Best Videographer
FIRST: Mary Fecteau, 
ideastream
SECOND: Robert Busby, Jr., 
WLWT-TV

RADIO WINNERS

Best Business Reporting
FIRST: Ann Thompson, 91.7 
WVXU
SECOND: No award

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST: Andy Chow and Karen 
Kasler, Statehouse News 
Bureau, Ohio Public Radio and 
Television
SECOND: Nick Castele, 
ideastream

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Tana Weingartner, 91.7 
WVXU
SECOND: Nick Castele, 
ideastream

Best Documentary
FIRST: Mike Martini, 89.3 FM 
WMKV Radio
SECOND: No Award

Best Education Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Tana Weingartner, 91.7 
WVXU
SECOND: Ambriehl Crutchfield, 
91.7 WVXU

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST: Nick Castele, ideastream
SECOND: Tana Weingartner, 
91.7 WVXU

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Justin Glanville, 
ideastream
SECOND: Amanda Rabinowitz, 
WKSU-FM

Best Government Reporting
FIRST: Karen Kasler, Andy 
Chow, Jo Ingles, Statehouse 
News Bureau, Ohio Public Radio 
and Television
SECOND: No Award

Best Health Care Feature 
Reporting
FIRST: Marlene Harris-Taylor, 
ideastream
SECOND: No Award

Best Minority Issues Coverage
FIRST: Tana Weingartner, 91.7 
WVXU
SECOND: Mike McIntyre, 
Rachel Rood, ideastream

Best Political Reporting
FIRST: Karen Kasler, Andy 
Chow, Jo Ingles, Statehouse 
News Bureau, Ohio Public Radio 
and Television 
SECOND: No Award

Best Science/Medical 
Reporting
FIRST: Jeff St. Clair, WKSU-FM
SECOND: No Award

Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Terry Pluto, Amanda 
Rabinowitz, WKSU-FM
SECOND: No Award

Best Spot News
FIRST: Tana Weingartner, 91.7 
WVXU
SECOND: No Award

Best Website
FIRST: News Team, 91.7 WVXU
SECOND: Mark Arehart, Kabir 
Bhatia, Jennifer Conn, Andrew 
Meyer, Chuck Poulton, Amanda 
Rabinowitz, Jeff St. Clair, Lydia 
Taylor, Sarah Taylor, WKSU

BEST OF SHOW
RADIO WINNERS

Best Anchor
FIRST: Maryanne Zeleznik, 91.7 
WVXU
SECOND: No Award

Best Newscast
FIRST: News Team, 91.7 WVXU
SECOND: No Award

Best News Operation
FIRST: Ella Abbott, Carter 
Adams, Mark Arehart, Kabir 
Bhatia, Jennifer Conn, Andrew 
Meyer, Amanda Rabinowitz, Jeff 
St. Clair, Sarah Taylor, WKSU-FM
SECOND: WCPN/ideastream

Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST: Mike McIntyre, Leigh 
Barr, ideastream
SECOND: Michael Monks, Pete 
Rightmire, Selena Reder, Josh 
Elstro, 91.7 WVXU

Best Reporter
FIRST: Justin Glanville, 
ideastream
SECOND: Tana Weingartner, 
91.7 WVXU
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BEST ANCHOR, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
RADIO – Maryanne Zeleznik, 91.7 WVXU 



DIGITAL MEDIA WINNERS

Best Arts/Entertainment Story
FIRST: Jaelani Turner-Williams, 
Bitch Media, ZORA, Vinyl Me, 
Please, Pigeons & Planes, 
Billboard, VICE
SECOND: Carrie Wise, 
Dave DeOreo, Dan Polletta, 
ideastream

Best Business/Tech Story
FIRST: Kathiann M. Kowalski, 
Energy News Network – 
Midwest Energy News
SECOND: Alexander Coolidge, 
Cincinnati Enquirer/Cincinnati.
com

Best Editorial Writing
FIRST: Ken Schneck, Prizm 
Magazine
SECOND: Walker Evans, 
Columbus Underground

Best Education Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Grant Walters, Columbus 
Underground
SECOND: No Award

Best Feature
FIRST: Margo Kissell, Donna 
Boen, Omari Matlock, Jeff Sabo, 
Jason Walters, Alicia Auhagen, 
Kelly Bennett, Miami University
SECOND: Lauren Sega, 
Columbus Underground

Best Government Reporting
FIRST: Kathiann M. Kowalski, 
Energy News Network – 
Midwest Energy News
SECOND: Lauren Sega, 
Columbus Underground

Best Headline Writing
FIRST: Jim Hannah, Wright 
State University
SECOND: Arts and Culture 
Team, ideastream

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Nick Castele, ideastream
SECOND: No Award
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BEST GENERAL NEWS SITE, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, DIGITAL MEDIA – ideastream.org 

BEST GOVERNMENT REPORTING, DIGITAL MEDIA – Kathiann M. Kowalski, Energy News 
Network – Midwest Energy News 

BEST POLITICAL REPORTING, DIGITAL MEDIA – Taijuan Moorman, Columbus 
Underground 
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Best Medical/Science Story
FIRST: Health Unit, ideastream
SECOND: Kathiann Kowalski, 
Science News for Students

Best News Story
FIRST: Shavon Anderson, Scott 
Kissell, Miami University
SECOND: Brent Warren, 
Columbus Underground

Best Overall Blog 
(Independent)
FIRST: Jack Greiner, Graydon.
law
SECOND: No Award

Best Overall Blog (News 
Organization)
FIRST: Howard Wilkinson, 91.7 
WVXU
SECOND: No Award

Best Political Reporting
FIRST: Taijuan Moorman, 
Columbus Underground
SECOND: No Award

Best Sports Coverage
FIRST: Mary Fecteau, Stephanie 
Jarvis, ideastream
SECOND: Jim Hannah, Kris 
Sproles, Erin Pence, Wright 
State University

Best Videographer
FIRST: Doral Chenoweth, The 
Columbus Dispatch/dispatch.
com
SECOND: Kris Sproles, Wright 
State University

Specialized Journalism Site
FIRST: Amber Hunt and Amanda 
Rossmann, Cincinnati.com/The 
Enquirer
SECOND: Ken Schneck, Prizm 
Magazine

BEST OF SHOW
DIGITAL MEDIA WINNERS 

Best General News Site
FIRST: ideastream.org
SECOND: No Award

FREELANCE WINNERS

FREELANCE LARGE PRINT 
(Circulation Over 60,000)

Best Feature Writing
FIRST: Jenny Wohlfarth, 
Cincinnati Magazine
SECOND: Afi-Odelia Scruggs, 
USA Today

Best Criticism/Editorial
FIRST: Bonnie Jean Feldkamp, 
Cincinnati Enquirer
SECOND: Bonnie Jean 
Feldkamp, Cincinnati Enquirer

FREELANCE SMALL PRINT
(Circulation Under 60,000)

Best Arts Review
FIRST: Leyla Shokoohe, 
CityBeat
SECOND: No Award

Best Criticism/Editorial 
FIRST: Rini Jeffers
SECOND: No Award

Best Feature Writing 
FIRST: Leyla Shokoohe, Morgan 
Zumbiel, Maija Summo, Steve 
Rosen, Bill Furbee, CityBeat
SECOND: Stefanie Valentic, 
Contributing Writer, Old Brooklyn 
News

BEST OF SHOW, FREELANCE DIGITAL MEDIA, BEST FREELANCE WRITER, 
Afi-Odelia Scruggs, Various State and National Media 

BEST OF SHOW, FREELANCE SMALL PRINT, BEST FREELANCE WRITER, FIRST, print 
under 60,000 – Vince Guerrieri, Various Publications 



BEST OF SHOW 
FREELANCE SMALL 
PRINT
(Circulation Under 60,000)

Best Freelance Writer
FIRST: Vince Guerrieri, Various 
Publications
SECOND: Rini Jeffers

FREELANCE DIGITAL 
MEDIA

Best Arts Review 
FIRST: Jeff Regensburger, 
Columbus Underground
SECOND: Richard Sanford, 
Columbus Underground

Best Criticism/Editorial
FIRST: Ella Ceron, MTV News 
SECOND: Bonnie Jean 
Feldkamp, Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Feature Writing
FIRST: Jesse Bethea, Columbus 
Underground
SECOND: Beth Mlady, 
Cleveland.com

Best Government Reporting
FIRST:  Bob Sandrick, 
cleveland.com
SECOND:  No Award

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Lucia Walinchus, Editor, 
Eye on Ohio
SECOND: Jesse Bethea, 
Columbus Underground

BEST OF SHOW
FREELANCE DIGITAL 
MEDIA

Best Freelance Writer
FIRST: Afi-Odelia Scruggs, 
Various State and National 
Media
SECOND: Bonnie Jean 
Feldkamp, Various Publications

COLLEGE WINNERS

Best College Feature 
Writing
FIRST: Jasmine Hilton, The 
Lantern 
SECOND: Marissa Couch, 
News Editor, The Wright State 
Guardian Media, Wright State 
University

Best College News Writing
FIRST: Maeve Welsh, The 
Lantern
SECOND: Sarah Cavender, 
Editor in Chief, The Wright 
State Guardian Media, Wright 
State University

Best College Newspaper- 
Daily
FIRST: The Wright State 
Guardian Media Team, Wright 
State University
SECOND: No Award

Best College Newspaper-
Non Daily
FIRST: The Lantern, The 
Ohio State University
SECOND: The Collegian, 
Lorain County Community 
College

Best College Opinion 
Writing
FIRST: Seth Shanley, The 
Lantern, The Ohio State 
University
SECOND: Wyatt Crosher 
The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University

Best College Sports Writing
FIRST:  Andy Anders, The 
Lantern, The Ohio State 
University
SECOND: No Award

BEST COLLEGE NON-DAILY NEWSPAPER FIRST – The Lantern, The Ohio State University 

BEST COLLEGE DAILY NEWSPAPER 
FIRST – The Wright State Guardian Media 
Team, Wright State University  
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Congratulations 
A special thank you for your 
outstanding storytelling 
and impactful journalism.

Hagit Limor, WCPO’s Michael Benedic, 
Lindsay Raleigh, Hillary Lake, 
Tanya O’Rourke, Jeremy Glover, 
Kristi Newton and WEWS’ Kristi Newton and WEWS’ 
Rob Klein and Scott Noll 

to all the winners of the 
Ohio Society of Professional Journalists Awards. 

Congratulations to all 
USA Today Ohio Network winners!

Cincinnati.com / The Cincinnati Enquirer

•
Dispatch.com / The Columbus Dispatch

•
ColumbusAlive.com / Columbus Alive

•
Columbus CEO

•
Columbus Monthly

• 
The News-MessengerUSA TODAY

Ohio Network

USA TODAY
Ohio Network

USA TODAY
Ohio Network



tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (TRI-C®)

CONGRATULATES
OHIO’S BEST
IN JOURNALISM
AWARD WINNERS

THANK YOU
for your work to improve and  
protect journalism. Also your  
continued dedication to encouraging 
the free practice of journalism  
and stimulating high standards  
of ethical behavior.
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