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Congratulations to Columbus Business First's 
news team for their well-deserved honors and 
to all the winners of this year’s Ohio SPJ Awards. 
We are inspired by your excellence and 
achievements.

WELL DONE

columbusbusinessfirst.com

Best General Assignment
SECOND: Tana Weingartner, WVXU 

Best Sports Reporting
SECOND: Zack Carreon, WVXU

Best Newscast:
FIRST: Staff, WVXU

Best Public Affairs PBest Public Affairs Program
FIRST: Lucy May, Selena Reder, Derrick Smith, WVXU
SECOND: Lucy May, Selena Reder, Assia Johnson, WVXU

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL AWARD 
WINNERS FOR YOUR COMMITMENT 

TO JOURNALISTIC EXCELLENCE!

 
 

 
 

Salutes this year’s winners of the 
 

Ohio SPJ Contest 
 

Kiplinger’s 2025 Fellowship will be March 16-21  
at Ohio University and focus 

 on AI’s role in journalism.  
 

h"ps://www.ohio.edu/scripps-college/journalism/kiplinger 
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Dr. Huixin Deng, Journalism Professor, 
Baldwin Wallace University, 2024 Recipient

In 2023, the Ohio SPJ Contest created the Emil Dansker Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Journalism in honor of Emil, one of the founders of the Cincinnati 
SPJ Chapter and a longtime SPJ member, journalist, professor and mentor to countless 
journalists and students. The Emil Dansker Award is presented annually to a journalist 
for their hard work, achievements, leadership and contributions to the journalism 
profession. Journalism professors, publishers, broadcast general managers and 
editors and reporters, as well as other journalism business professionals from all 
media segments, are invited to apply. This year’s entries were judged by judges from 
the Region 10 Excellence in Journalism contest.

Congratulations, Dr. Deng!
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Presented jointly by

The Central Ohio, Cincinnati and Cleveland Professional 
Chapters of the Society of Professional Journalists

Hosted by 

The Cleveland Pro Chapter

Congratulations to winners of Ohio’s Best Journalism awards for 2024, coordinated 
by the Central Ohio, Cincinnati, and Cleveland Professional Chapters of the Society 
of Professional Journalists. All winners are listed in this program and are also 
available for viewing at our competition website – www.ohiospjawards.org. Many 
thanks to Studio Pence for contest digital work and data administration. 

Contest categories included large circulation print (60,000 or greater), small 
circulation print (fewer than 60,000), radio, television, digital media/freelance, 
trade publications, and college. Best of Show distinctions were awarded in all 
categories except college. Entries were for work done in 2023.

A special thank you to dozens of journalists/judges from the Region 10, SPJ 
Northwest Excellence for Journalism Contest, which includes Oregon, Washington, 
Alaska, Idaho and Montana, who judged entries from newspapers, digital 
publications, magazines, websites, radio and television stations, and colleges 
from throughout the state. The Central Ohio, Cincinnati and Cleveland chapters 
reciprocated by judging Region 10’s contest earlier this year. Many thanks to all of 
our SPJ members and journalists throughout the Buckeye state for judging.

Many thanks also to our longtime contest sponsors for the coming year – E.W. 
Scripps School of Journalism, Kiplinger Program, Columbus Business First and 
Cincinnati Public Radio, 91.7 WVXU  – whose support each year makes the contest 
possible. Finally, we would like to extend a special thank you to all journalists and 
their media outlets for their continued support of our contest. Each year judges 
acknowledge and praise the high quality of work submitted by Ohio journalists. 
We have much to celebrate!

Your participation advances our profession, and supports scholarship programs 
for aspiring young journalists administered by the Ohio SPJ chapters, as well as 
programming for journalists throughout our state.

We’re already making plans for our 2025 contest. Watch your inbox and visit 
ohiospjawards.org for details about the 2025 contest soon. 

Ohio’s Best Journalism Advisory Committee
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OHIO’S BEST JOURNALISM 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Sarah Mills Bacha
 Contest Administrator
 Board Member
 CENTRAL OHIO SPJ
 
Eleanor Kennedy
 Chapter President
 CENTRAL OHIO SPJ

Cheryl D’Mello
 Chapter President
 CLEVELAND SPJ

Tom Moore
 Contest Treasurer
 Board Member
 CLEVELAND SPJ

Ginny McCabe
 Chapter President
 CINCINNATI SPJ
 Region 4 Coordinator
 NATIONAL SPJ 
 Board Member/Vice Chair
 SPJ FREELANCE COMMUNITY

COVER IMAGE:
Kareem Elgazzar, The Cincinnati Enquirer 
BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF
SHOW FIRST,  Print over 60,000
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LARGE PRINT WINNERS
(CIRCULATION OVER 60,000)

Best Arts Reporting
FIRST: Michael Grossberg, 
The Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Maddie Coppel, 
The Blade

Best Business/Consumer 
Reporting
FIRST: Randy Tucker, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer
SECOND: Jim Weiker, 
The Columbus Dispatch

Best Children’s/Education 
Issues Reporting
FIRST: Terry DeMio, Madeline 
Mitchell, The Cincinnati Enquirer
SECOND: Sheridan Hendrix, 
The Columbus Dispatch

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Josh Sweigart, Sydney 
Dawes, Dayton Daily News 
SECOND: Jessie Balmert, 
Laura Bischoff, The Cincinnati 
Enquirer, The Columbus 

Dispatch, Akron Beacon Journal, 
USA Today Network Ohio 

Best Deadline Reporting
FIRST: Newsroom, Dayton Daily 
News
SECOND: Cole Behrens, 
Bethany Bruner, Doral 
Chenoweth, Maria Devito, Max 
Filby, Pam James, Kent Mallet, 
Shahid Meighan, Nancy Molnar, 
The Columbus Dispatch, The 
Newark Advocate, Canton 
Repository, Coshocton Tribune, 
The Daily Jeffersonian, Times 
Recorder, USA Today Network 
Ohio 

Best Editorial/Criticism 
Writing
FIRST: Amelia Robinson, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Richard M. Perloff, 
Anup Kumar, Cleveland.com/
The Plain Dealer

Best Explanatory Journalism
FIRST: Mark Ferenchik, Jim 
Weiker, Nathaniel Shuda, The 
Columbus Dispatch 

SECOND: Sydney Dawes, 
Eileen McClory, Dayton Daily 
News

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Mike Wagner, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Keith Pandolfi, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

BEST COLUMNIST IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Amelia 
Robinson, The Columbus Dispatch, 

BEST REPORTER IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Max Filby, 
The Columbus Dispatch 

BEST DAILY NEWSPAPER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – 
Kareem Elgazzar, The Cincinnati Enquirer 

2024
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Best Government/Political 
Reporting
FIRST: Haley BeMiller, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer, The 
Columbus Dispatch, Akron 
Beacon Journal, Canton 
Repository, USA Today Network 
Ohio 
SECOND: Scott Wartman, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Max Filby, Mike Wagner, 
Jennifer Smola Shaffer, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Staff, The Cincinnati 
Enquirer, The Columbus 
Dispatch, Akron Beacon Journal, 
Canton Repository, USA Today 
Network Ohio 

Best Minority 
Issues Reporting
FIRST: Danae King, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Jolene Almendarez, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

Best Public Service/Social 
Issues Reporting
FIRST: Peter Gill, The Columbus 
Dispatch
SECOND: Lynn Hulsey, Jessica 
Orozco, Springfield News-Sun

Best Religion Reporting
FIRST: Dan Horn, The Cincinnati 
Enquirer

SECOND: Sarah Readdean, The 
Blade
 
Best Science/Medical/Health 
Care Reporting
FIRST: Samantha Wildow, 
Dayton Daily News
SECOND: Terry DeMio, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Joey Kaufman, The 
Columbus Dispatch
SECOND: Charlie Goldsmith, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Website:
FIRST: Staff, toledoblade.com
SECOND: Staff, Dispatch.com

BEST OF SHOW
LARGE PRINT WINNERS
(CIRCULATION OVER 60,000) 

Best Columnist in Ohio
FIRST: Amelia Robinson, The 
Columbus Dispatch 
SECOND: Ray Marcano, Dayton 
Daily News

Best Daily Newspaper
FIRST: The Cincinnati Enquirer
SECOND: No Award

Best Graphic Designer in Ohio
FIRST: Joe Landsberger, The 
Blade
SECOND: Alexis Larsen, Dayton 
Daily News
SECOND: Michael Nyerges, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer

Best Photographer in Ohio
FIRST: Kareem Elgazzar, The 
Cincinnati Enquirer
SECOND: Adam Cairns, The 
Columbus Dispatch

Best Reporter in Ohio
FIRST: Max Filby, The Columbus 
Dispatch
SECOND: Cornelius Frolik, 
Dayton Daily News

BEST SPECIAL SECTION IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Staff, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer, The Columbus 
Dispatch, Akron Beacon Journal, Canton 
Repository, USA Today Network Ohio

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Kareem 
Elgazzar, The Cincinnati Enquirer 

BEST GRAPHIC DESIGNER, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print over 60,000 – Joe 
Landsberger, The Toledo Blade

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW SECOND, print over 60,000 – Adam 
Cairns, The Columbus Dispatch
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Best Special Section:
FIRST: Staff, The Cincinnati 
Enquirer, The Columbus 
Dispatch, Akron Beacon Journal, 
Canton Repository, USA Today 
Network Ohio 
SECOND: No Award

SMALL PRINT WINNERS
(CIRCULATION UNDER 60,000)

Best Arts Reporting
FIRST: John Fox, Greg Hand, 
Mackenzie Manley, Kane Mitten, 
Patrick Murphy, Sam Rosenstiel, 
Justin Wiese, Cincinnati 
Magazine
SECOND: Annie Nickoloff, 
Cleveland Magazine

Best Business/Consumer 
Reporting
FIRST: Betty Lin-Fisher, Akron 
Beacon Journal
SECOND: Brittany Moseley, 
Laura Newpoff, Tatyana 
Tandanpolie, Columbus CEO

Best Children’s/Education 
Issues Reporting
FIRST: Jennifer Pignolet, Akron 
Beacon Journal 
SECOND:  Rachel Abbey 
McCafferty, Crain’s Cleveland 
Business

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: David Jacobs, Shelby 
Daily Globe
SECOND: No award

Best Deadline Reporting
FIRST: Staff, The Exponent
SECOND: David Jacobs, Shelby 
Daily Globe

Best Explanatory Journalism
FIRST: Dan Eaton, Columbus 
Business First
SECOND: David Jacobs, Shelby 
Daily Globe 
 
Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Annie Nickoloff, 
Cleveland Magazine

SECOND: Marshall Weiss, The 
Dayton Jewish Observer 

Best Government/Political 
Reporting
FIRST: David Jacobs, Shelby 
Daily Globe 
SECOND: No Award

Best Public Service/Social 
Issues Reporting
FIRST: Doug Livingston, Anthony 
Thompson, Jennifer Pignolet, 
Betty Lin-Fisher, Amanda Garrett, 
Phil Masturzo, Mike Cardew, Jeff 
Lange, Akron Beacon Journal
SECOND: Staff, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business

Best Religion Reporting
FIRST: Marshall Weiss, The 
Dayton Jewish Observer
SECOND: David Jacobs, Shelby 
Daily Globe 

Best Science/Medical/Health 
Care Reporting
FIRST: Betty Lin-Fisher, Akron 
Beacon Journal
SECOND: Paige Bennett, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business
   
Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Steve Watkins, Cincinnati 
Business Courier
SECOND: Mark Hazelwood, 
Norwalk Reflector

Best Website
FIRST: Staff, 
CincinnatiMagazine.com
SECOND: David Jacobs, Mindy 
McKenzie, Shelby Daily Globe

BEST OF SHOW
SMALL PRINT WINNERS
(CIRCULATION UNDER 60,000)

Best Columnist in Ohio
FIRST: Rini Jeffers, The 
Chronicle-Telegram/The Medina 
Gazette
SECOND: No Award

Best Graphic Designer in Ohio
FIRST: John Lauer, Columbus 
Business First
SECOND: No Award

BEST GRAPHIC DESIGNER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 –  John 
Lauer, Columbus Business First 

BEST MONTHLY IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW 
FIRST, print under 60,000 – Staff, Cincinnati 
Magazine

BEST WEEKLY NEWSPAPER IN OHIO, 
BEST OF SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – 
Staff, Columbus Business First  
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Best Monthly in Ohio
FIRST: Staff, Cincinnati 
Magazine
SECOND: Staff, Columbus 
Monthly

Best Photographer in Ohio
FIRST: Corrie Schaffeld, 
Cincinnati Business Courier
SECOND: Tim Johnson, 
Columbus Monthly

Best Reporter in Ohio 
FIRST: Annie Nickoloff, 
Cleveland Magazine
SECOND: Joel Oliphint, 
Columbus Monthly
 
Best Special Section in Ohio
FIRST: Staff, Cincinnati 
Magazine, Cincinnati Chamber
SECOND: Mark Hazelwood, 
Norwalk Reflector

Best Weekly Newspaper in 
Ohio
FIRST: Staff, Columbus 
Business First
SECOND: Caleb Stephens, 
Hannah Poturalski, Nicole 
Mistretta, Kristina Walser, 
Dayton Business Journal

TRADE PUBLICATION 
WINNERS
Best Cover Design
FIRST: Michael McCrady, 
Rubber News
SECOND: No Award

Best General News Story
FIRST: Sam Cottrill, Rubber 
News
SECOND: Erin Pustay Beaven, 
Rubber News

Best Personality Profile
FIRST: Andrew Schunk, Rubber 
News
SECOND: Bruce Meyer, Rubber 
News

Best Trade Publication 
Website
FIRST: Lois A. Bowers, Kimberly 
Bonvissuto, John O’Connor, 
Kathleen Steele Gaivin, Aaron 
Dorman, Foster Stubbs, 
McKnight’s Senior Living
SECOND: Sam Cottrill, Erin 
Pustay Beaven, Rubber News

Best Trade Report
FIRST: Lois A. Bowers, 
McKnight’s Senior Living
SECOND: Lois A. Bowers, 
Kimberly Bonvissuto, McKnight’s 
Senior Living

BEST OF SHOW 
TRADE PUBLICATION 
WINNERS

Best Trade Columnist in Ohio
FIRST: Lois A. Bowers, 
McKnight’s Senior Living 
SECOND: Bruce Meyer, Rubber 
News

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – Corrie 
Schaffeld, Cincinnati Business Courier

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW SECOND, print under 60,000 – 
Tim Johnson, Columbus Monthly  

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST 
OF SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – 
Corrie Schaffeld, Cincinnati Business Courier 

BEST COLUMNIST IN OHIO, BEST OF 
SHOW FIRST, print under 60,000 – Rini 
Jeffers, The Chronicle-Telegram/The Medina 
Gazette

BEST TRADE COLUMNIST IN OHIO, 
BEST OF SHOW FIRST – Lois A. Bowers, 
McKnight’s Senior Living 
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Best Trade Publication in Ohio
FIRST: Lois A. Bowers, Kimberly 
Bonvissuto, John O’Connor, 
Monica Pizzi, Aminah Beg, 
Kathleen Steele Gaivin, Aaron 
Dorman, Foster Stubbs, John 
Hall, McKnight’s Senior Living 

SECOND: Bruce Meyer, 
Erin Pustay Beaven, Michael 
McCrady, Andrew Schunk, Sam 
Cottrill, Robin Clark, Rubber 
News

TELEVISION WINNERS

Best Business/Consumer 
Reporting
FIRST: Cassy Arsenault, Bryan 
Dykes, WKRC
SECOND: No Award

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST: Jessica Schmidt, Robyn 
Tyndall, WXIX Fox19

SECOND: Rebecca Gulden, 
Lydia Bice, Gwyneth Falloon, 
Lee Furry, Ryan Segda, Jarod 
Thrush, Trent Devine, WKEF/
WRGT

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Payton Marshall, Holden 
Robinson, WXIX Fox19
SECOND: Jessica Schmidt, 
Payton Del Bradley, WXIX Fox19

Best Documentary
FIRST: Donny Sobnosky, Stacia 
Naquin, WSYX/WTTE
SECOND: TR Gormley, Paula 
Toti, WKRC-TV

Best Education Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Payton Marshall, Holden 
Robinson, WXIX Fox19
SECOND: Lydia Bice, Gwyneth 
Falloon, Elyse Coulter, Ryan 
Segda, Trent Devine, Jarod 
Thrush, Rebecca Gulden, 
WKEF/WRGT

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST: Jessica Schmidt, Payton 
Del Bradley, WXIX Fox19
SECOND: Jessica Schmidt, 
Payton Del Bradley, WXIX Fox19

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Jenna Jordan, Cierra 
Campbell, Spectrum News 1
SECOND: Jean-Marie Papoi, 
Carrie Wise, Ideastream Public 
Media

Best General Assignment 
Reporting
FIRST: Jenna Jordan, Spectrum 
News 1
SECOND: Payton Marshall, 
Holden Robinson, WXIX Fox19

Best Government/Political 
Reporting
FIRST:Karen Kasler, Daniel 
Konik, Jo Ingles, Sarah 
Donaldson, Statehouse News 
Bureau, Ohio Public Media
SECOND: Robert Rosenberg, 
Rodney Dunigan, Darrel 
Rowland, Robert Kendrick, 
Teresa Riley, WSYX

BEST TRADE PUBLICATION IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST – McKnight’s Senior Living

BEST TRADE PUBLICATION IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW SECOND – Rubber News 
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Best Health Care/Medical/
Science Reporting
FIRST: Sophia Constantine, 
Brandon Coello Amaya, 
Spectrum News 1
SECOND: Sheena Elzie, 
Spectrum News 1

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Lydia Bice, Rebecca 
Gulden, Lee Furry, WKEF/
WRGT
SECOND: Patrick Aftoora-
Orsagos, The Associated Press

Best Investigative Series
FIRST: Duane Pohlman, News 
Staff, WKRC

SECOND: Morgan Ward, Brad 
Underwood, WKRC

Best Minority Issues Reporting
FIRST: Jessica Ralston, G. 
Edwin Wilson, Chrissy Morton, 
WSYX
SECOND: Dave DeOreo, Jean-
Marie Papoi, Ideastream Public 
Media

Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Marshall Kramsky, 
WCPO
SECOND: Sophia Constantine, 
Brandon Coello Amaya, 
Spectrum News 1

Best Website
FIRST: Audra Levy, Jared 
Goffinet, Jennifer Baker, 
Fox19.com 
SECOND: No Award

BEST OF SHOW 
TELEVISION WINNERS

Best Anchor
FIRST: Sophia Constantine, 
Spectrum News 1
SECOND: No Award

Best Newscast
FIRST: Megan O’Rourke, Rob 
Williams, Chancelor Winn, 
Candice Hare, Courtney King, 
Steve Horstmeyer, Jeremy 
Rauch, Josh Thomas, Nick 
Gieske, Steve Hyvonen, Keera 
Frye, Isabella Jansen, Tricia 
Macke, Fox19 Now 
SECOND: No Award

Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST: Leigh Barr, Mike 
McIntyre, J. Nungesser, Ygal 
Kaufman, Ideastream Public 
Media
SECOND: Karen Kasler, 
Daniel Konik, Jo Ingles, Sarah 
Donaldson, Statehouse News 
Bureau, Ohio Public Media

Best Reporter
FIRST: Jenna Jordan, Spectrum 
News 1  

SECOND: Steve Oldfield, 
Spectrum News 1

Best Videographer
FIRST: Jean-Marie Papoi, 
Ideastream Public Media
SECOND: Patrick Aftoora-
Orsagos, The Associated Press

RADIO WINNERS
Best Business/Consumer 
Reporting
FIRST: Jerry Kenney, 
WYSO 91.3
SECOND: Alejandro Figueroa, 
WYSO 91.3

Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST: News Team, WOSU 89.7  
SECOND: Jo Ingles, Karen 
Kasler, Statehouse News 
Bureau, Ohio Public Media

Best Criminal Justice 
Reporting
FIRST: Matt Richmond, 
Ideastream Public Media
SECOND: Jason Reynolds, 
WYSO 91.3

Best Documentary
FIRST: Amy Eddings, 
Ideastream Public Media
SECOND: Renee Fox, Michael 
De Bonis, WOSU 89.7

Best Education Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Kathryn Mobley, 
WYSO 91.3
SECOND: Allie Vugrincic, 
WOSU 89.7

Best Enterprise Reporting
FIRST: Alejandro Figueroa, 
WYSO 91.3
SECOND: Taylor Wizner, 
Ideastream Public Media

Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Renee Wilde, 
WYSO 91.3
SECOND: Susan Byrnes, 
WYSO 91.3

BEST ANCHOR, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
TELEVISION – Sophia Constantine, 
Spectrum News 1

BEST REPORTER, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
TELEVISION – Jenna Jordan, Spectrum 
News 1 
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Best General Assignment 
Reporting
FIRST: Anna Huntsman, 
Ideastream Public Media
SECOND: Tana Weingartner, 
WVXU 91.7

Best Government/Political 
Reporting
FIRST: Renee Fox, Michael 
De Bonis, WOSU 89.7
SECOND: Karen Kasler, Jo 
Ingles, Statehouse News Bureau, 
Ohio Public Media

Best Health Care/Medical/
Science Reporting
FIRST: Seth Gordon, 
WYSO 91.3
SECOND: Taylor Wizner, 
Ideastream Public Media

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Taylor Wizner, 
Ideastream Public Media
SECOND: No Award

Best Minority Issues Coverage
FIRST: Alejandro Figueroa, 
WYSO 91.3
SECOND: Zaria Johnson, 
Ideastream Public Media

Best Sports Reporting
FIRST: Jason Reynolds, 
WYSO 91.3
SECOND: Zack Carreon, 
WVXU 91.7

Best Website
FIRST: Staff, Ideastream Public 
Media
SECOND: Jared Brown, Michael 
De Bonis, Nicholas Houser, 
www.wosu.org

BEST OF SHOW
RADIO WINNERS
Best Anchor
FIRST: Amanda Rabinowitz, 
Ideastream Public Media
SECOND: Jerry Kenney, 
WYSO 91.3
 

Best Newscast
FIRST: Staff, WVXU 91.7
SECOND: Amanda Rabinowitz, 
Ideastream Public Media

Best Public Affairs Program
FIRST: Lucy May, Selena Reder, 
Derrick Smith, WVXU 91.7
SECOND: Lucy May, Selena 
Reder, Assia Johnson, 
WVXU 91.7

Best Reporter
FIRST: Taylor Wizner, 
Ideastream Public Media
SECOND: Alejandro Figueroa, 
WYSO 91.3

DIGITAL MEDIA/
FREELANCE WINNERS 
WINNERS
Best Arts/Entertainment 
Reporting
FIRST: Troy Smith, Axios 
Cleveland
SECOND: Brin Glass, 
TheReportingProject.org

Best Business/Tech Reporting
FIRST: Staff, 
TheReportingProject.org
SECOND: Kathiann M. Kowalski, 
Energy News Network

Best Editorial/Criticism Writing
FIRST: Jack Shuler, Matter News
SECOND: Walker Evans, 
Columbus Underground

Best Education Issues 
Reporting
FIRST: Megan Henry, Ohio 
Capital Journal
SECOND: Susan Tebben, Ohio 
Capital Journal

Best Feature
FIRST: Zack Meisel, The Athletic
SECOND: Zack Meisel, The 
Athletic

Best Government/Political 
Reporting
FIRST: Marty Schladen, Ohio 
Capital Journal

SECOND: Morgan Trau, Ohio 
Capital Journal

Best Graphic Design/
Navigation
FIRST: Patrice Watson, Soapbox 
Cincinnati
SECOND: Alice Feng, Troy 
Smith, Rahul Mukherjee, Jared 
Whalen, Axios Cleveland

Best Investigative Reporting
FIRST: Mark Puente, The 
Marshall Project-Cleveland, Tara 
Morgan, WEWS News 5
SECOND: Denison Journalism 
Students, 
TheReportingProject.org

Best Medical/Science/Health 
Care Reporting
FIRST: H.L. Comeriato, The 
Buckeye Flame
SECOND: Kathiann M. Kowalski, 
Science News Explores
SECOND: Susan Tebben, Ohio 
Capital Journal

BEST REPORTER, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
RADIO – Taylor Wizner, Ideastream Public 
Media 

BEST ANCHOR, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, 
RADIO – Amanda Rabinowitz, Ideastream Public 
Media
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Best News Story
FIRST: Jack Wolf, 
TheReportingProject.org

SECOND: Dani Kington, Athens 
County Independent

Best Newsletter
FIRST: Alissa Widman Neese, 
Tyler Buchanan, Axios Columbus
SECOND: Sam Allard, Troy 
Smith, Axios Cleveland

Best Overall Blog (news 
organization)
FIRST: David DeWitt, Marilou 
Johanek, Ohio Capital Journal
SECOND: No Award

Best Podcast
FIRST: Haley BeMiller, Anna 
Staver, USA Today Network Ohio
SECOND: Amanda Rabinowitz, 
Brittany Nader, Ideastream 
Public Media

Best Sports Coverage
FIRST: Jeff Gilbert, Dayton Daily 
News, PressProsMagazine.com
SECOND: Ygal Kaufman, 
Ideastream Public Media

Best Videographer
FIRST: Kris Sproles, wright.edu/
news, Wright State University
SECOND: Andrew Theophilus, 
TheReportingProject.org

BEST ONLINE STILL PHOTOGRAPHER IN 
OHIO, BEST OF SHOW SECOND, DIGITAL 
MEDIA – Susan Post, Columbus Underground 

BEST ONLINE STILL PHOTOGRAPHER IN OHIO, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, DIGITAL 
MEDIA/FREELANCE – Ryan Loew, Ideastream Public Media  

BEST DIGITAL/FREELANCE WRITER, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, DIGITAL MEDIA/
FREELANCE – Jack Shuler, Matter News

BEST GENERAL NEWS SITE, BEST OF SHOW FIRST, DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE – 
TheReportingProject.org 

13



BEST OF SHOW DIGITAL 
MEDIA/FREELANCE 
WINNERS WINNERS 

Best Digital/Freelance Writer
FIRST: Jack Shuler, 
Matter News
SECOND: Jesse Bethea, 
Columbus Underground

Best General News Site
FIRST: Staff, 
TheReportingProject.org
SECOND: David DeWitt, Marty 
Schladen, Susan Tebben, Nick 
Evans, Megan Henry, Morgan 
Trau, Marilou Johanek, Graham 
Stokes, Ohio Capital Journal

Best Online Still Photographer 
in Ohio
FIRST: Ryan Loew, Ideastream 
Public Media
SECOND: Susan Post, 
Columbus Underground

COLLEGE WINNERS
Best College Feature Writing
FIRST: Brody Serravalli, 
The Lantern, The Ohio State 
University
SECOND: Reagan Rude, The 
Miami Student, Miami University

Best College News Writing
FIRST: Austin Smith, The Miami 
Student, Miami University
SECOND: Simon Skoutas, The 
Exponent, Baldwin Wallace 
University

Best College Newspaper
FIRST: Staff, The Exponent, 
Baldwin Wallace University
SECOND: Staff, The Miami 
Student, Miami University

Best College Opinion Writing
FIRST: Meredith Perkins, The 
Miami Student, Miami University
SECOND: Kate Ferenchak, 
The Carroll News, John Carroll 
University

Best College Sports Writing
FIRST: Jack Schmelzinger, The 
Miami Student, Miami University

SECOND: Kethan Babu, The 
Miami Student, Miami University

BEST COLLEGE NEWSPAPER SECOND – The Miami Student, Miami University  

BEST COLLEGE NEWSPAPER FIRST – The Exponent, Baldwin Wallace University
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