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(SOCIETY OF EMIL DANSKER AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING

<\
\ PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT IN JOURNALISM: Jessica Graue,

& JOURNALISTS. Sinclair Community College

Jessica Graue's career and her achievements align
perfectly with the spirit of this award. Her work both In
the iIndustry and Iin the classroom is commendable. It
IS SO Important to have teachers and mentors who are
actually still doing the journalism! The fact that she is
so tuned Iin to the trends in the industry and is able to
help her students understand those trends is a rare,

valuable asset.
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) 2, fgﬁ;fqﬁ'ﬂ}'@ L The Ohio Newsroom

.\r‘ {SOCIETY OF RISING STAR AWARD: Kendall Crawford,
»

This was a very tough competition to judge as there
are a ton of talented young reporters who submitted
entries. These two stood out the most.
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= (SOCIETY OF .
§‘ PROFESSIONAL RISING STAR AWARD: Sarah Donaldson,

)9 JOURNALISTS. Ohio Public Media/ideastream

This was a very tough competition to judge as there
are a ton of talented young reporters who submitted
entries. These two stood out the most.
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- ) ‘gggﬁrgs?gum Best Arts Reporting
FIRST: Cedric Rose, Cincinnati Magazine

§4 JOURNALISTS.

Rose's polished, descriptive prose conveyed an
unmistakable in-depth knowledge of the regional
scene and incorporated multi-faceted views from a

deep bench of seasoned sources. Though he
clearly took his topic seriously, he also clearly had

fun with it. Superior work.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



" {SOCIETY OF Best Business/Consumer Reporting

W) fgﬁ{ﬁf{&’,’: L FIRST: Alexander Coolidge, Cincinnati Enquirer

All stories by this writer epitomized the description
of the category: highlighting guestionable
behavior by a large company that clearly impacted
consumers, employees and the community at
large. The writing was strong, leads gripping and
tenacity came through in every sentence. "l don't
want them to get away with this," the writer was
saying. And that's what makes great journalism.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



2 {SOCIETY OF . ’ - .
& PROFESSIONAL Best Children’s/Education Issues Reporting

JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Brittany Hailer, The Marshal Project — Cleveland

Gripping writing and thorough reporting with
clear impact.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS


https://accounts.google.com/SignOutOptions?hl=en&continue=https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Sg9SXumnuhKcb1DAIP5w6iAda98J68mvW54I22o9UwE/edit%3Fgid%3D1523131587&ec=GBRAmwI

Best Criminal Justice Reporting

3 {SOCIETY OF . Lai . . . -
PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Hailey BeMiller, Stephanie Warsmith, Kevin Grasha,

;\A JOURNALISTS. The Columbus Dispatch, Akron Beacon Journal,
Cincinnati Enquirer, Canton Repository

An Impressive and comprehensive series of stories
examining the politics, the practice and the
philosophies behind Ohio's use of the death penalty.

Excellent work!

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



Best Deadline Reporting
= (SOCIETY OF : . .
ﬂ ‘PROFESSIONAI. FIRST: Cameron Knight, David Ferrara, Quinlan Bentley,
._4

JOURNALISTS. Dan Horn, Bebe Hodges, Cincinnati Enquirer

Clear, fact-based reporting on a high-profile chain
of tragic events.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



¥ (SOCIETY OF ey i T s
) PROFESSIONAL Best Editorial/Criticism Writing

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Ray Marcano, Dayton Daily News

Ray Marcano's columns are very personal and
touch the reader no matter what the subject -
whether it's about decisions by elected officials
that affect the entire community and the nation,

or the tragedy of losing his son-in-law. A fine
collection of work.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



=~ {SOCIETY OF :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Explanatory Journalism

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Anna Staver, cleveland.com

This was one of several story packages exploring
the impact of Ohio property taxes and discussions
about where to go from here. Staver took what
can be a dry, wonkish topic and made it
Interesting, compelling and understandable.
These stories prove the value — and the power — of
explanatory journalism done well.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Feature Reporting

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Kaitlin Durbin, cleveland.com

Excellent in-depth reporting and humanization of
people who are rebuilding their lives and
navigating a complex system. Compelling
Interviews with subjects and written sensitively.

Well donel!

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



=~ (SOCIETY OF s :
;\‘ PROFESSIONAL Best Government/Politics Reporting

). 9 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Jordan Laird, The Columbus Dispatch

Fantastic reporting using public records to see
what elected officials are up to from their l[avish
travel schedules to their failure to pay a
mortgage. Your readers are lucky to have you.
You are a good watchdog. Keep up the dogged
reporting.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



" {SOCIETY OF Best Investigative Reporting
PROFESSIONAL F|RST: Max Filby, Danae King, Samantha Hendrickson,

;\A JOURNALISTS. Samantha Madar, The Columbus Dispatch

Important reporting bringing needed awareness to
radon and its Impacts on health. Excellent sourcing,

on-the-ground reporting, photography and graphics.
The testing partnership and ongoing tracking of
radon Is also impressive.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



= {SOCIETY OF Best Minority Issues Reporting
\ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: David Ferrara, Dan Horn, Cameron Knight, Liz Dufour, Bebe
Hodges, Aaron Valdez, Cincinnati Enquirer

§4 JOURNALISTS.

This package stood out for its depth, historical context and
sophisticated reporting on the long-standing challenges
facing the predominantly Black community of Lincoln
Heights. The reporters skillfully threaded the neo-Nazi
demonstration and its aftermath across multiple stories, with
each piece examining a different dimension. They covered the
iImmediate confrontation and community fear to armed
neighborhood patrols and the deeper legacy of racial inequity,
disinvestment and distrust. The reporting was ambitious in
scope, well-sourced and grounded in both accountability
journalism and the voices of residents directly impacted.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



e (SOCIETY OF : : : ,
Y4 PROFESSIONAL Best Public Service/Social Issues Reporting

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Cornelius Frolik, Dayton Daily News

Good reporting and use of data to show the
complexity of the issues. Centering the voices of
people experiencing homelessness brings the
reader close to the heart of the story. Vivid writing

takes the reader inside a repurposed shelter that
“still feels like a jail.”

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



o (SOCIETY OF . ,
) PROFESSIONAL Best Religion Reporting

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Sarah Readdean, The Blade

Compelling, thorough reporting that doesn't
Ignore the complex aspects of religion. The
writing was visual, contextual and human-
centered. This is a great example of the religion
reporting we need more of. Well done!

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



.\‘ ISOCIETY OF Best Science/Medical/Health Care Reporting
»

) fgﬁ{ﬁ’ﬂ%}'} L FIRST: Elizabeth B. Kim, Cincinnati Enquirer

An ambitious project that clearly explains potential
Issues that arise when doctors take payments from
pharmaceutical companies. | appreciated both the
IN-depth look at a high-profile case, and the easy
explanation for readers to use public records to look
up information on their own doctors.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Sports Reporting

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Ashley Bastock, cleveland.com

Bastock's strong reporting and writing skills allow her
to use small examples and anecdotes to draw
readers in and illustrate larger stories about sports. |

appreciate her ability to tell personal stories about
professional athletes.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



r‘ {SOCIETY OF Best Website

W) fgﬁ{ﬁ?{%}'@ L FIRST: The Columbus Dispatch, www.dispatch.com

Newsy! Easy to view and navigate website for the
viewer. A clean look that backs up the strong
news content for the viewer/reader. Good use of
dark vs. light/big vs. small typography to lead the
viewer into the different story packages.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



~ ) 'ggglfgs?cfum Best Columnist in Ohio

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Leila Atassi, cleveland.com

Atassi's thoughtful, well-researched columns

display sound reasoning, weighing difficult issues
with nuance and insight, while never

compromising on a steady ethos.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



=~ (SOCIETY OF : : :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Daily Newspaper in Ohio

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: The Columbus Dispatch

The ambitious, thorough and well-told investigations were
Impressive. The headlines and ledes were attention-grabbing,
and the overall presentation was thoughtful and purposeful.
This paper prioritizes public service journalism and that thread
Is evident In the investigations and enterprise, but also in the
smaller dailies, features and columns. | particularly
appreciated the "How we did it" pieces that offer readers a
look behind the big investigations, which made the paper feel
like a dialogue with the community. That's local journalism
that is clearly positioning itself as a service worth supporting.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



) fgﬁ{ﬁ?{%}'@ L FIRST: Sharon Boyle, Dayton Daily News

.\‘ |SOCIETY OF Best Graphic Designer in Ohio
»

Excellent variety in cover designs to catch the
reader's attention. Good use of color along with
typography to create a strong center of visual
Impact.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



) ‘ggglggéloOFNAI. Best Photographer in Ohio

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Addison Annis, The Blade

Excellent collection of work across different
scenarios, from powerful moments that show us
why iImages have the ability to move us to lighter
moments that bring joy. Nice eye for color,
perspective and framing as well. The margins
between entrants in this category were razor thin.
Keep up the good work, everyone!

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF Best Reporter in Ohio
\ PROFESSIONAL Jessie Balmert, The Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer,

;\4 JOURNALISTS.  Akron Beacon Journal, Canton Repository

I'm so impressed with Jessie’s ability to break down difficult
jargon-filled legislation and complicated policy into stories

that are easily understandable and pleasurable to read. She
dove into the thorny topic of Ohio’s restrictive childcare options
with ease, giving readers a deeper understanding of how the
state has gotten to this point. After reading each of Jessie’s
stories, | walked away feeling smarter and more informed.

Congrats to Jessie on her excellent reporting. Keep up the
Great work!

LARGE PRINT WINNERS



" {SOCIETY OF

PROFESSIONAL Best Special Section
WP JOURNALISTS. Sharyn Boyle, Dayton Daily News

Excellent job of working with [imited editorial
space to visually separate "list" from advertising.
Clean and easy-to-read typography highlighted
on the pages for the reader. Consistent and
appealing.

LARGE PRINT WINNERS
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Best Arts Reporting
ﬂ‘ ISOCIETY OF FIRST: Claire Lefton, Emma Balcom, Brianna Connock,
»

) s fgﬁ{ﬁsﬂﬂ#s“" Mildred Fallen, John Fox, Amanda Boyd Walters, Emi

Villavicencio, Cincinnati Magazine

Dance is one of the most frequently neglected
genres in arts journalism. That made the centerpiece
of Cincinnati Magazine's April 2025 issue all the more
remarkable. Its 16 jaw-dropping pages delved far
beyond the mainstream, as a sextet of writers gave
readers tantalizing profiles and the info to identify
and locate artists, teachers and venues where some
25 disparate dance forms — from Appalachian
clogging to queer ballroom culture — were practiced
throughout the region. A rare achievement.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



) 0 fgﬁ{ﬁf{&’,’: . FIRST: Bev Shaffer, Canton Repository

.\‘ |SOCIETY OF Best Business/Consumer Reporting
»

BeVv's thoughtful consumer reporting on food-related trends
engaged me in a way none of the other entries did. | was
particularly impressed with her tipping trend story — not only
did she dive into how people are affected by it today in
Canton, but she also tackled the psychological effects (why
people feel compelled to tip or not tip and the associated
quilt), the history of tipping, and the bills that incentivize tax
breaks on tipping. Her writing felt lively and engaging — | felt
like | was right there with her at a cafe, staring down at the
screen and thinking: To tip or not to tip? Her writing is
relatable and smart.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



e (SOCIETY OF : ’ :
Y4 PROFESSIONAL Best Children’s Issues Reporting

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Mackenzi Klemann, The Lima News

Solid reporting. You tackle complex stories and
write with confidence. Your coverage looks at
Important issues, especially why students
advance grades even when they are falling
behind. You are a good community watchdog.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



o (SOCIETY OF I : :
PROFESSIONAL Best Criminal Justice Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Jeff Saunder, Record Courier

This Is Interesting, thorough reporting — especially
for folks who may not understand the reasons
why certain decisions/rulings are made. Your
approach from several sides of your stories was

appreciated.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



" {SOCIETY OF Best Deadline Reporting
PROFESSIONAL

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Owen MacMillan, Carissa Woytach, The Chronicle-Telegram

The reporters clearly worked to elevate these
breaking news stories beyond quick-hit, surface-level
articles. Submissions in this entry were well-written
and well-organized, and included a thoughtful level of
detaill and interviews with subjects that proved the
reporters' commitment to understanding and
bringing a level of humanity to the stories.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



- ) ‘gggllEEﬁYSIoOFNAI. Best Editorial /Criticism Writing

& JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Cheryl Powell, Beacon Journal

This writing made a clear and concise argument and
addressed a very important issue. Well done.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



) rgg;qu:{g¥gl FIRST: Ed Balint, Nancy Molnar, Grace Springer, Canton Repository

.\" {SOCIETY OF Best Explanatory Journalism
»

Strong writing, compelling voices and helpful context
propel Canton’s reporters to the top of a category
with many submissions. Nice use of data and visuals
IN stories about earthquakes caused by fracking, car
crash, and a TikTok scam targeting a local tailor. Well
done!

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Feature Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Tim Botos, Canton Repository

Your story on Trish Parker is the stand-out in your
collection. It is haunting. It is richly reported. Your
Writing carries suspense and intrigue and Is
packed full of details. Powerful storytelling.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



=~ (SOCIETY OF s :
;\‘ PROFESSIONAL Best Government/Political Reporting

)9 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: David Skolnick, The Vindicator

You are a watchdog for your community. Good
reporting from the absurdity of a driverless bus
not being used to the taxpayers picking up
overtime expenses for law enforcement. You
write with authority and find interesting
INnvestigative stories to cover. Keep digging and
holding the government accountable.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF S :
&‘ PROFESSIONAL Best Investigative Reporting

).'9 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Jennifer Pignolet, Akron Beacon Journal

Clear command of the beat and the players. Good
work sussing out the behind-the-scenes pieces
the community should know about to make
Informed choices about their district and its
leadership.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



2 (SOCIETY OF S .
) PROFESSIONAL Best Minority Issues Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Carrie Ghose, Columbus Business First

Carrie Ghose's package from Columbus Business First stood
out for being a sophisticated and deeply reported
examination of economic equity, community ownership and
access to opportunity regarding historically underserved
Black communities. The reporting was ambitious in scope
while remaining grounded Iin the voices of residents, business
owners and leaders directly affected by these challenges.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



e (SOCIETY OF : : : ,
Y4 PROFESSIONAL Best Public Service/Social Issues Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Zach Tuggle, Mansfield News Journal

These stories do a great job of articulating the

complex experiences of people who struggle with
substance abuse with care and compassion.

Strong, Immersive reporting that keeps the
reader captivated and provides helpful
Information toward treatment and recovery.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



o (SOCIETY OF . ,
) PROFESSIONAL Best Religion Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Charita Goshay, Canton Repository

Goshay's professional interviews and prose let us
clearly hear her subjects without becoming
proselytic on their behalf.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



) s rgﬁﬁﬁ?{%’% L FIRST: Amanda Garrett, Akron Beacon Journal

.\‘ |SOCIETY OF Best Science/Medical/Health Care Reporting
»

Garrett found the perfect example to illustrate
the dangers of radon. She did an excellent job
reporting on the complex issue and distilling it
INto a readable, compelling piece that alerts
Ohioans to a public health problem.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Sports Reporting

;\A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Steve Watkins, Cincinnati Business Courier

Outstanding dive into Issues that many have
opinions on, but few truly understand. Great
piece to make this real, personal for readers who
may just be casual, curious observers.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



&= (SOCIETY OF :
Y4 PROFESSIONAL DBest Website

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Staff, Cincinnati Business Courier

This is a nice mix of business news and resources
for business leaders. The story highlights and

option to order reprints that is included at the top
of articles is a nice attention to detalil.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



~ ) 'ggglpigs?cfum Best Columnist in Ohio

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Charita Goshay, Canton Repository

Goshay demonstrates refreshing ability to laugh
at the audacity of local, state and national politics
while also driving home the seriousness of policy
decisions and their effects on people.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



) s fgﬁ{ﬁsﬂf#s“ L FIRST: Staff, Springfield News-Sun

.\‘ ISOCIETY OF Best Daily Newspaper in Ohio
»

Excellent local news coverage, including
Impressive use of public records and investigative
reporting. Standout examples include
Washington influence piece, immigration turmoaoil
and informational graphic data package
documenting federal employees across Ohio in
advance of federal layoffs. Clean, consistent
design with excellent photography. An enjoyable
read, front to back

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



=~ (SOCIETY OF : , : :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Graphic Designer in Ohio

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Kandi Thompson, The Ironton Tribune

Strong centers of visual impact on all pages. Easy
for the reader to see the hierarchy of the page.
Good flow to bring the reader into the page.
Visually attractive pages that are not overdone

and easy to read.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



~ ISOCIETY OF Best Monthly in Ohio

LY fgﬁ{ﬁ?{f#g L FIRST: Staff, Cincinnati Magazine

AN engaging mix of content that highlights
unique, quirky, and meaningful local people and
businesses. Well-designed advertising with
strong photography and consistent editorial
execution. This magazine does a great job of
covering the community while encouraging
Interaction and involvement.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



&= (SOCIETY OF e
%) PROFESSIONAL DBest Photographer in Ohio

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Kevin Whitlock, Massillon Independent

An outstanding collection of images! The
competition in this category was incredibly
tough. Excellent moments and perspectives, with

strong storytelling bolstered by creativity. Overall,
a compelling way of seeing.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



- (SOCIETY OF : :
) PROFESSIONAL Best Reporter in Ohio

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Tim Botos, Canton Repository

Botos' writing has a warm, conversational tone
that captures the impressive range of stories well.
At a time when so much newspaper writing
sounds like Al, these stories are a gentle reminder
of what makes a good, fresh read.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



~ 'ggglfgs?cfum Best Special Section

;\A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Aiesha Little, Emi Villavicencio, Cincinnati Magazine

The category was packed full of great special
sections, but this one stood out the most not only
because of the way it was designed and the
content, but also because it is a great way to use

a special section to help highlight local non-
profits.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF : :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Weekly Newspaper in Ohio

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Staff, Columbus Business First

The margin between first and second in this category
was razor thin — both publications have comparable
strengths and skillsets. Columbus Business First gets
the nod, thanks to the diversity of stories covered and
the sheer strength of the storytelling. Compelling
cover packages with not only thoughtful narrative,
but also significantly additive visual journalism, made
this publication memorable long after the reading
was completed. Just exceptionally well done.

SMALL PRINT WINNERS



r‘ {SOCIETY OF
% PROFESSIONAL
©.L®JOURNALISTS.

TRADE PUBLICATION

WINNERS




e (SOCIETY OF :
) PROFESSIONAL Best Cover Design

& JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Michael McCrady, Tire Business

Good variety for visual impact to attract attention
to the cover. Strong focal points to catch a
reader/viewer.

Trade Publication Winners



2 (SOCIETY OF
%) PROFESSIONAL DBest General Story

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Lois A. Bowers, McKnight’s Senior Living

Immediately grabs the reader. The story takes a
popular show and highlights its impact in the real
world and the local community. Strong writing
and good flow.

Trade Publication Winners



Best Trade Publication Website

= (SOCIETY OF ‘1A : : .
PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Lois A. Bowers, Kimberly Bonvissuto, John O'Connor,

;\A JOURNALISTS. Kathleen Steele Gaivin, Monica Pizzi, Aminah Beg,
Foster Stubbs, McKnight’s Senior Living

A well-planned responsive site that effectively
utilizes stylesheets, search filters, menu bars with
pull-down categories and multiple access points,
and sharp graphic design elements to provide
easy access to resources and to keep its audience
current on news and information that affects

their livelihoods.

Trade Publication Winners



e (SOCIETY OF
Y4 PROFESSIONAL Best Trade Report

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: David Manley, Tire Business

Really clean graphics to lay out the
numbers/trends year over year. | felt this story
also gave the reader important context for the
INCreases In exports from southeast Asia.

Trade Publication Winners



2~ (SOCIETY OF .
) PROFESSIONAL Best Trade Columnist

»). P JOURNALISTS. FIRST: David Manley, Tire Business

Who knew tires could be so interesting! From sand-
dune testing in the dry deserts of Peru to the air-
conditioned convention floors of the CES show In
Las Vegas to the introduction of a new Pope (yes,
Manley manages to find the 'tire angle' of the
nomination of a new Pope and an exclusive scoop
on who makes the tires for the Popemobile).

Manley's column is interesting, news-breaking and
fun without — forgive me —tire.

Trade Publication Winners



2~ (SOCIETY OF . e
) PROFESSIONAL Best Trade Publication

& JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Staff, Ohio Business Magazine 2025

A nice, organized layout with well-written stories
that are very relevant for those in business.

Trade Publication Winners



r‘ {SOCIETY OF
% PROFESSIONAL
©.L®JOURNALISTS.

DIGITAL MEDIA/

FREELANCE WINNERS




=~ (SOCIETY OF : :
;\‘ PROFESSIONAL B°st Arts/Entertainment Reporting

)P JOURNALISTS. FIRST: H.L. Comeriato, The Buckeye Flame

This story weaves the story of a venue with a
thumbnail profile of its founder, within a cultural
moment that makes this move timely.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



.\" {SOCIETY OF Best Business/Tech Reporting
»

) fgﬁ{ﬁsﬂﬂ;’-}'} . FIRST: Kathiann M. Kowalski, Canary Media

Kowalski wrestles complicated subject matter with
clarity and style, consistently couching local issues
within a national context. She provides just the right
balance of science, politics and practical news as she
explores FirstEnergy's push to loosen reliability rules
amidst growing weather-related outages; the Port of
Cleveland's efforts to go solar and electric; and the
fickle fate of hydrogen power as alternative energy in
the era of DOGE cuts and other industry setbacks.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



) fgﬁ;fqﬁ'_ﬂ-}'@ L FIRST: Jack Shuler, Matter News

ﬂr‘ {SOCIETY OF Best Editorial/Criticism Writing
»

Terrific work by Shuler in writing about the costs
of the drug war to individuals and families and to
the country’s reputation as well. Draws readers in.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



= (SOCIETY OF Best Education Issues Reporting
\ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Corinne Colbert, Dani Kington, Emma Hartman,

& JOURNALISTS.  Athens County Independent

Accountability coverage that's engaging and fun
to read, filled with the smart use of public records,
colorful guotes and many perspectives.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



~ ) ‘ggglFEEﬁYSIOJN AL Best Feature
FIRST: Marty Schladen, Ohio Capital Journal

§4 JOURNALISTS.

The writer seamlessly weaves history, a kind of
reverse detective narration, mathematics,
astronomy, bigotry and politics to craft an
INtriguing read, with the occasional wry
observation to spare. But what really sets this
entry apart is the elegance of the writing.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



" {SOCIETY OF Best Government/Political Reporting
PROFESSIONAL

;\4 JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Morgan Trau, Ohio Capital Journal

Clear, reader-first journalism that breaks down
the impact of policy decisions for the public.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



) fgﬁ;fqﬁ'ﬂ}'@ L FIRST: Andy Downing, Matters News

ﬂr‘ {SOCIETY OF Best Investigative Reporting
»

Excellent use of public records law to access
Information and corroborate what sources have
sald. The interview with Wolfzorn is especially
prevalent and important to have.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



" {SOCIETY OF Best Graphic Design/Navigation
PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Jackque Schrag, Sarah Grillo, Alissa Widman Neese,

& JOURNALISTS. Andrew King, Axios Columbus

Developing click-activated areas on a spinning
globe is no small task. Designing a search
component around the selections is an
accomplishment. The concept, design and
navigation of this interactive culinary passport are

commendable!

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



= {SOCIETY OF Best Medical/Science/Health Care Reporting
\ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: David Holthaus, Patrice Watson, Natalie Grilli,

Soapbox Media

§4 JOURNALISTS.

This whole Health Justice in Action series
represents important work worthy of first place.
The story "Living on the edge: Eviction takes a toll
on the health of families" was especially
compelling, both for the presentation and the
clear load of work that went on behind the scenes
to get the story. Good job.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



- {SOCIETY OF
) PROFESSIONAL Best News Story

;\A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Cheryl Splain, Dillon Carr, Know Pages

This series is a fantastic example of community
reporting. The coverage of the issue spanned the
whole year with great sourcing, supporting visuals,
and writing that makes the story accessible to the
community. The journalists stayed on top of the
Important developments and showed great usage of
records and statements relevant to the story, while

Mmaking sure human voices and community interest
remained at the center.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners




" {SOCIETY OF Best Podcast . |
PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Marlene Harris-Taylor, Myesha Watkins,

& JOURNALISTS. Ideastream Public Media

This podcast centers voices that often go
unheard, especially when it comes to
conversations around gun violence. More than
just sharing the stories of those deeply
Impacted, it also offers solutions and hope. For
listeners outside the community, It provides a
deeply personal lens to create understanding.
For those inside the community, this is space
for people to feel heard and validated.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



= (SOCIETY OF
) PROFESSIONAL Best Sports Coverage

& JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Maddie Luebkert, The Reporting Project

Excellent piece with great narratives and
pacing throughout the piece. Congrats!

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



- ‘gggllgéloOFNAI. Best Videographer

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Doral Chenoweth, The Columbus Dispatch

This entry demonstrated excellent visual
storytelling. Strong pacing and scenes kept
the interview engaging while allowing
viewers insight into this family's daily life.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



= {SOCIETY OF Best Digital/Freelance Writer
\ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Olivia Young, Smithsonian Magazine, National Geographic,

& JOURNALISTS. Sierra, Atlas Obscura

Freelancers are a rugged breed, making their
mark as independent professional journalists
across a broad array of topics and publications.
In 2025, Young's clear, compelling and
thoroughly researched prose epitomized this
category, making stories on anthropology,
natural sciences and history approachable In
top-tier national publications.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



" (SOCIETY OF Best General News Site
PROFESSIONAL FIRST: David DeWitt, Nick Evans, Megan Henry, Marty Schladen,

§4 JOURNALISTS.

Susan Tebben, Morgan Trau, Marilou Johanek, Ohio Capital Journal

A clean design, partly due to the absence of
ads, this site Is clearly and visually organized
around issues central to public policy with
separation between categories of objective
news reporting and commentary. The non-
profit stated purpose of the site to combine
government coverage with incisive
Investigative journalism, reporting on policy
conseguences, and contributing political

Insight and principled commentary is well-
served.

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



~ ) |SOCIETY OF Best Online Still Photographer in Ohio

w») fgﬁ{ﬁ?{ﬂ#@ L FIRST: Jessica Phelps, The Reporting Project

Outstanding work! The time and care put
INto this Interesting story stands out — the
photographer captured images on and off
the field, day and night, at school and at
home. That dedication elevated the visuals.
The photos show a keen eye for moment,
composition, emotion and storytelling
detall. Excellent job!

Digital Media/Freelance Winners



r‘ {SOCIETY OF
% PROFESSIONAL
©.L®JOURNALISTS.

TELEVISION WINNERS




. ) '333'535?&1 AL Best Continuing Coverage
FIRST: Scott Noll, News 5 Cleveland

§4 JOURNALISTS.

Excellent continuing coverage to answer
guestions about incoming leadership and the
city's finances. An important topic that impacts

residents city-wide.

Television Winners



o (SOCIETY OF I : :
PROFESSIONAL Best Criminal Justice Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Scott Noll, Rob Klein, News 5 Cleveland

This entry showed exceptional storytelling
through video and information not readily
avallable, and made it understandable through

video, graphics and documents to help viewers
understand the impact.

Television Winners



~ ) ‘ggglFEEﬁYSIoOFN AL Best Documentary
FIRST: Peter Fleischer Chris Blake, WKYC 3News

§4 JOURNALISTS.

A thorough and thoughtful deep dive that extends
beyond a typical true crime documentary. The team
at WKYC expertly navigated the delicate balance of
providing valuable insight from those involved in a
violent crime without sensationalizing their acts of
violence. The script and editing helped viewers
navigate a complex narrative that delves into religion,

psychology and power.

Television Winners



¥ (SOCIETY OF - :
PROFESSIONAL Best Education Issues Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Sheena Elzie, Spectrum News

Good storytelling, breaking issues down into bite-
sized pieces, and showing the actual impact of
losing a language, waiting for federal funding and
learning to use hacking skills for good instead of

something illegal and why all those things are
Important.

Television Winners



" {SOCIETY OF

S

Best Enterprise Reporting
) s fgﬁ;ﬁ?{ﬂ#@ L FIRST: Isabel Cleary, Thomas Gardner, WCMH NBC4

This entry took real issues with real people in an

enterprise manor to get to the heart of what's
happening. The reporters did a nice job

demonstrating the impact through storytelling.

Television Winners



. ‘ggglFngpvslooFN AL Best Feature Reporting
FIRST: Jean-Marie Papoi, Dave DeOreo, Ideastream Public Media

§4 JOURNALISTS.

| couldn’t wait to see what happened next in this
gripping story of “The Shawshank Redemption”
prison. The building was certainly the protagonist,
and its creepy incidents became the other players in
this story that felt like it wrote itself! Great job telling
the building’s past and present story through
mMultiple lenses. | loved the many wonderful twists
and turns in this reported feature story. Congrats!

Television Winners



= (SOCIETY OF : :
;\‘ PROFESSIONAL Best General Assignment Reporting

). P JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Jenna Jordan, Spectrum News

The story has an excellent hook and is visually
very interesting. Well shot, and the writing i1s on
point. A very nice little story for a day turn
assignment!

Television Winners



=~ (SOCIETY OF : , :
%) PROFESSIONAL DBest Health Care/Medical/Science Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Ryan Taylor, Lisa Rantala, WSYX

Thorough reporting that reveals the business tactics
of a non-profit hospital and how those tactics impact
patients struggling to navigate the complexities of
the healthcare system, as well as the rigid realities of
the legal system. ABC 6 not only identified the
dramatic increase in lawsuits, but put the numbers
INto context. Instead of building a story around a
single tip, the team rounded out its reporting by
following the paper trail, attending court and seeking

accountability.

Television Winners




. ) ‘ggglFEEﬁYSIoOFN AL Best Minority Issues Coverage
FIRST: Nadeen Abusada, WEWS News 5 Cleveland

§4 JOURNALISTS.

Fascinating angle on a very important topic in our
country right now. Solid reporting that exposed
the problem and highlighted solutions for this
vulnerable population. The story also moved

visually, despite a lack of visuals.

Television Winners



= (SOCIETY OF :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Sports Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Dave Holmes, WSYX

| cried, | laughed and | cheered. These stories
were beautifully told, unveiling emotional details
at the perfect time. The writing and delivery was
clear, creative and compelling. Great reporting!

Television Winners



= (SOCIETY OF Best Website

.\‘ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: John Wise, Matt Thomas, Joe Durbin, Stu Osborne, Mark
W D IOURNALISTS.  schyitz, Wsyx

Nice design and navigation. With more news
consumers using mobile devices more than
desktop, this website offers a seamless user
experience on mobile. Minimal, less intrusive ads

and pop-ups help the experience as well.

Television Winners



" {SOCIETY OF Best Newscast

WL rgﬁﬁﬁ?{ﬂ#@ . FIRST: Patricia McGeever, WKRC-TV

GCreat team coverage and loved seeing it
anchored from the field. Covered several impacts
and geographic areas and rounded it out with the
meteorologist. Lots of great b-roll and drone of
flooding that was showcased nicely, along with
the voices of real people being impacted.

Television Winners



< ) ‘ggglFngpvslogN AL Best Reporter
FIRST: Nadeen Abusada, WEWS News 5 Cleveland

§4 JOURNALISTS.

Nadeen Abusada has an incredible, inviting
presence on air. Her work in this entry shows her
range — from asking the tough questions on a
crime news day turn to showcasing a 100-year-old
swimmer. Abusada's stories center around the
people and the emotions, which draw you in. Her
delivery and confidence keep you watching.

Television Winners



- ‘ggglpEgsvs?oFN AL Best Videographer
FIRST: JD Pooley, WTVG - 13 Action News

§4 JOURNALISTS.

From captivating human narratives to capturing
a scene that defines the extent of an operation or
Issue, Pooley employs the skill and judgment of a
seasoned professional in conveying a story

through videography.

Television Winners



r‘ {SOCIETY OF
% PROFESSIONAL
©.L®JOURNALISTS.

RADIO WINNERS




¥ (SOCIETY OF - :
;\‘ PROFESSIONAL Best Business/Consumer Reporting

)P JOURNALISTS. FIRST: George Shillcock, WOSU 89.7 FM

Excellent information and coverage are heard by
the listener in an easy-to-understand format.
With very little knowledge of the issue, | was able
to grasp the complexity of the issue.



&= (SOCIETY OF Best Continuing Coverage
\ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Erin Gottsacker, Kendall Crawford, The Ohio Newsroom

Stephanie Metzger-Lawrence, Ideastream Public Media

§4 JOURNALISTS.

This entry had a breadth of exceptional audio
stories zooming in on Ohio individuals and

communities impacted by federal cuts. Excellent
pacing and use of tape.

RADIO WINNERS



e (SOCIETY OF . : ,
) PROFESSIONAL Best Criminal Justice Reporting

;\A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Matthew Richmond, Ideastream Public Media

The reporting iIs compelling and deeply sourced.
The reporter does an excellent job balancing
different perspectives on community-led efforts
to address violence and amplifying voices from
marginalized neighborhoods.

RADIO WINNERS



" (SOCIETY OF Best Documentary
PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Luckens Merzius, Virginelle Jerome, Miguelito Jerome, Gerly

Philidor, Jacques Adler Jean-Pierre, WYSO

§4 JOURNALISTS.

Producers Luckens, Virginelle, Miguelito, Gerly anad
Jacques share personal, powerful stories of
kidnapping threats and family separation. They also
take listeners into the kitchen and play terrific music.
It's a documentary reported by the right people, in
the right place. Keep up the good work. Beautifully
produced, insightful documentary series that
presents the story about the death of a young man
that many people outside of Ohio likely haven't heard
about but should.

RADIO WINNERS



" {SOCIETY OF Best Education Issues Reporting
PROFESSIONAL [ |RST: Conor Morris, Jonathan Beard, Nikki Gasiewski, Avantika Pai,
Ideastream Public Media

§4 JOURNALISTS.

Team picked ambitious topics but found effective
ways to present the voices affected and place the
stories in their larger context. These stories are great
examples of how a reporter's reporting and framing
elevated a story into a piece of enterprise journalism.
This series tackles an important topic in education
and does it with professional writing and voicing

along with natural sound. It includes history and
graphics.

RADIO WINNERS



=~ SOCIETY OF : :
%) PROFESSIONAL DBest Enterprise Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Erin Gottsacker, The Ohio Newsroom

Erin’'s stories have a nice pace, clear reporting and
clean editing. She ensured the Amish community
was not represented as a monolith, and she
presented community viewpoints while
respecting wishes to not broadcast Amish voices
over the radio. Nice body cam audio of an officer
pulling over a buggy!

RADIO WINNERS



=~ (SOCIETY OF :
%) PROFESSIONAL DBest Feature Reporting

& JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Luckens Merzius, WYSO 91.3

Great creative storytelling, came from the heart.

RADIO WINNERS



) fgﬁ;ﬁsﬂ%}'s“ L FIRST: Kathryn Mobley, WYSO 91.3

ﬂr‘ {SOCIETY OF Best General Assignment Reporting
»

GCreat sound, wide-ranging reporting on NATO
conference, strengthened local tie. Well-done.

RADIO WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF Best Government/Political Reporting
\ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Karen Kasler, Jo Ingles, Sarah Donaldson,

;\4 JOURNALISTS. Statehouse News Bureau, Ohio Public Media

Important coverage of wide-reaching financial
decisions. Submissions also feature a good mix of
sourcing and clear audio.

RADIO WINNERS



) s rgﬁﬁﬁ?{%}'s“ L FIRST: Erin Gottsacker, The Ohio Newsroom

.\‘ |SOCIETY OF Best Health Care/Medical/Science Reporting
»

Excellent reporting with great pacing, questions,
and editing!

RADIO WINNERS



) fgﬁ{ﬁ.ﬂ'_ﬂ#s“ L FIRST: Adriana Martinez-Smiley, WYSO 91.3

ﬂ" {SOCIETY OF Best Investigative Reporting
»

Strong main character voice, good explainer of
law, fair treatment of company, illustrated
thorough investigation. Good work!

RADIO WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF Best Minority Issues Coverage
ﬂ‘ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Luckens Merzius, Virginelle Jerome, Miguelito Jerome, Gerly
»

.9 JOURNALISTS. Philidor, Jacques Adler Jean-Pierre, WYSO 91.3

There were many strong submissions in this
category. This entry stood out for its timely and
essential reporting, use of audio, pacing and
variety of interviews. Exceptional use of hour-long
format.

RADIO WINNERS



=~ (SOCIETY OF :
%) PROFESSIONAL Best Sports Reporting

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Trae Grace, WYSO 91.3

A great series that shows a wide variety of sports
coverage that is not the norm. Very well-paced
and thought-out pieces!

RADIO WINNERS



- ) ‘ggglFEEﬁYSIoOFN AL Best Website
FIRST: Staff, Ideastream Public Media

§4 JOURNALISTS.

Nice, clean layout on desktop and mobile. The

homepage and category pages prioritize the
latest news. Almost every page has a section
recommending more stories to read, which is

great for keeping readers engaged on the
website longer.

RADIO WINNERS



&= (SOCIETY OF
9 PROFESSIONAL Sest Anchor

&A JOURNALISTS. FIRST: Maryanne Zeleznik, WVXU

Warm, conversational delivery of daily newscast.
This friendly, professional presentation feels like a
coffee break chat.

RADIO WINNERS



- {SOCIETY OF
) PROFESSIONAL Best Newscast

& JOURNALISTS. FIRST: News Team, WVXU

Great mix of stories and spot types. Was great to
hear natural sound mixed in as well.

RADIO WINNERS



) s fgﬁ{ﬁsﬂ%"s“ L FIRST: Stephanie Haney, Rachel Rood, Ideastream Public Media

ﬁ!SOCIETY OF Best Public Affairs Program
»

Wide range of experiences shared from engaged
callers, did not shy away from facts. Host was
thorough in interviews. Well done.

RADIO WINNERS



8= (SOCIETY OF
Y4 PROFESSIONAL Cest Reporter

& JOURNALISTS. FIRST: George Shillcock, WOSU 89.7 FM

This reporter covered a range of essential stories
with engaging tape.

RADIO WINNERS



SOCIETY OF
PROFESSIONAL
JOURNALISTS.

P\

COLLEGE JOURNALISM

WINNERS




Best College Feature Writing
ﬂ‘ {SOCIETY OF FIRST: Sean Connelly, Carter Leonard, Kevin Hutchinson,
»

) s fgﬁ{ﬁ?{f_«#@ L Steven Schulden, Austin Roose

BG Falcon Media, Bowling Green State University

This series of stories Is impressive. It's ambitious
and well-executed. You found the people who
lived the 1985 season and got them to look back
and remember. The writing Is both crisp and
compelling. The photographs and the web design
add to the presentation. Keep up the great
storytelling!

COLLEGE JOURNALISM WINNERS



= {SOCIETY OF Best College News Writing
Y4 PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Grace Rooney

§4 JOURNALISTS.

BG Falcon Media, Bowling Green State University

This story takes a deep breath, draws a clear line
around the impact of inhales regarding a wide
number of issues brought by SBI, then breaks
down each of the most prominent issues in a
clear and methodical way. The writer draws on

good sources but remains in control, earning the
reader’s trust.

COLLEGE JOURNALISM WINNERS



= (SOCIETY OF Best College Newspaper
\ PROFESSIONAL FIRST: Alivia Hartpence, Gabrielle Monk

§4 JOURNALISTS.

BG News, Bowling Green State University

The staff of the bg news gives the reader the
content and a look to attract their reader. The
price of parking tickets, Al in the classroom, pups

on campus and taking a different approach to
sports. Lively student newspaper.

COLLEGE JOURNALISM WINNERS



) rgg;ﬁs::g?rlgl FIRST: Sunny Lloyd, Northern Review, Ohio Northern University

\V“SOCETY OF Best College Opinion Writing
»

Sunny Lloyd's experiment and experience with
going vegan is enjoyable. Very personal and
reflective, with great touches of humor.

COLLEGE JOURNALISM WINNERS



))¢ rgg;f‘s::g?rlgl FIRST: Noah Weiskopf, The Lantern, The Ohio State University

ﬂ" {SOCIETY OF Best College Sports Writing
»

The writer found a creative way to turn what
could easily have been a cliche sports story into a
compelling piece. The writer's in-depth reporting
and understanding of the team dynamics allow
him to use a team meeting as the framework for
a story that captures a transformative moment in

a season. Clear writing makes the story readable
and enjoyable.

COLLEGE JOURNALISM WINNERS



’ {SOCIETY OF
PROFESSIONAL
.9 JOURNALISTS.

OUR SPONSORS

COLUMBUS

e iy - BUSINESS FIRST

SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM PROGRAM
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